FLUORESCENT- LIGHT IMAGE DISPLAY METHOD AND APPARATUS THEREFOR 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 
5 The present invention relates generally to a 

fluorescent- light image display method and apparatus therefor, 
and more particularly to a method of and apparatus for detecting 
the fluorescent - light emitted from a living- tissue subject upon 
irradiation thereof by a stimulating- light and displaying the 
10 detected fluorescent light as an image representing the data 
relating to the living- tissue subject. 

Description of the Related Art 
It has been known in the field of radiology that when a 
living- tissue subject is irradiated by a stimulating wavelength 
15 having a predetermined wavelength, the strength of the fluorescent 
light emitted from the normal tissue and the strength of the 
fluorescent light emitted from the diseased tissue differ. 
Technologies have been proposed, wherein, by making use of this 
difference, a living- tissue subject is irradiated by a 
20 stimulating - light of a predetermined wavelength and by receiving 
the fluorescent- light image emitted from the living- tissue subject, 
the location and range of infiltration of a diseased tissue is 
displayed as a fluorescent- light image. 

Normally, upon irradiation by stimulating- light , as shown 
25 in'Fig. 21, because a strong fluorescent - light is emitted from 
normal tissue and a weak fluorescent - light is emi tted from diseased 
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tissue, by measuring the strength of the fluorescent light, the 
state of the disease can be determined. 

Basically, this type of fluorescent - light image display 
apparatus comprises a stimulating - light emitting means for 
projecting the stimulating- light onto a living- tissue subject, 
a fluorescent- light image obtaining means for obtaining a 
fluorescent - light image of the fluorescent light emitted from the 
living- tissue subject, and a display means for receiving the output 
of the fluorescent-light image obtaining means and displaying 
aforementioned fluorescent - light image. In many cases, this 
apparatus is incorporated into an endoscope for insertion into 
a body cavity of a patient, a colposcope, or a surgical -use 
microscope . 

However, when using a fluorescent- light image display 
apparatuses such as that described above, because there is 
unevenness on a the surface of a portion of the living- tissue subj ect, 
the distance between the stimulating-light emitting system and 
the living- tissue subject is not uniform, and the intensity of 
the stimulating- light irradiating a living - tissue subject is 
generally not uniform at all positions of the living - tissue subject. 
The strength of the fluorescent light emitted from the 
living - tissue subj ect is substantially proportionate to the degree 
of the stimulating - light irradiation received by the living - tissue 
subject, and the degree of stimulating - 1 ight irradiation received 
by the living- tissue subj ect is in inverse proportion to the square 
of the distance. Therefore, there are cases in which a diseased 



tissue located closer to the stimulating - light emitting system 
emits a stronger fluorescent light than a normal tissue located 
at a position further removed from the stimulating - light emitting 
system, and if an operator makes a determination as to the state 
5 of the disease based solely on the strength of the fluorescent 
light, an erroneous diagnosis result is obtained. 

In order to reduce the uncertainty and itinerant 
precariousness in diagnosis due to the circumstances described 
above, the applicants of the present application propose a 
10 fluorescent-light image display apparatus for displaying a pseudo 
color image, wherein a narrow-band fluorescent- light image near 
the 480 nm wavelength range is obtained of the normal tissue, and 
a wide-band fluorescent - light image of the fluorescent light in 
the visible spectrum is obtained of the diseased tissue, a division 
15 value is obtained of the light strength of the wide-band image 
fluorescent-light image, and based on this division value, 
aforementioned pseudo color image is displayed. 

That is to say, the term representing the strength of the 
fluorescent light, which is dependent on the distance between the 
20 stimulating-light source and the living- tissue subject, is 
cancelled by aforementioned division process, and an image 
displaying only the difference in the spectra of the fluorescent 
light is obtained . 

Further, on the other hand, the applicants of the present 
25 application propose a method of facilitating discernment of the 
state of a living- tissue subject by obtaining the ratio of the 
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strength of the stimulating- light received by the irradiated 
living- tissue subj ec t and the fluorescent light emitted therefrom, 
that is , the value reflecting the fluorescent light emission output, 
which is a value that is not affected by the distance or angle 
5 from which the stimulating- light has been projected onto the 
living - tissue subj ect . 

When obtaining the value reflecting aforementioned 
fluorescent light emission output, because the stimulating- light 
is not absorbed the same by the various types of tissue, even if 

10 the distribution of the light strength of the irradiated 

stimulating- light is measured, the distribution of the light 
strength of the stimulating- light received by the living- tissue 
subject is not correctly measured. 

Here, one strategy for obtaining the fluorescent light uptake 

15 rate is to irradiate a living- tissue subject with a near - infrared 
light, which is absorbed uniformly by various types of tissue, 
as a reference light and to photograph a reflected - light image 
of the reflected reference - light reflected from the living - tissue 
subject; the light strength of this reflected- light image is used 

20 in place of the light strength of the stimulating- light received 
by the 1 iving - tissue subject and a division value of the 
fluorescent- light image and the light strength of the 
reflected- light image is obtained, and based on this division 
value, a pseudo color image is displayed. 

25 That is to say, by aforementioned division process, the term 

representing the light strength of the fluorescent - light , which 
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is dependent on the distance between the stimulating - 1 ight source 
and the living - tissue subject is cancelled, and an image reflecting 
only the difference in the fluorescent light emission output is 
obtained . 

However, as described above, by performing aforementioned 
division process between fluorescent- light images or between a 
fluorescent- light image and a reflected- light image, although the 
pseudo color image in which the distance data has been cancelled 
contains the data relating to the fluorescent light emitted from 
the living - tissue subject, after being used as a diagnostic tool 
for determining the stateofa disease, it becomes a composite - image 
in which the valuable data relating to the form of the living - tissue 
subject has been omitted. And once again, to the operator, the 
composite - image gives the impression of flatness devoid of any 
unevenness whatsoever, and becomes considered as a dubious image . 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention has been developed in consideration 
of the circumstances described above, and it is a primary obj ective 
of the present invention to provide a fluorescent- light image 
display method of and apparatus for displaying an image containing 
the data of the fluorescent light emitted from a living - tissue 
subject and the data relating to the form of the 1 iving - tissue 
sub j ect , and which does not make the operator doubt the accurateness 
with which a diagnosis can be made based on the use of said image. 

In addition, in order to display, as described above, an 
image that contains the information relating to the form of the 



living- tissue subject under examination, for cases in which a 
brightness image is formed based on the light strength of the 
reflected- light image, and a diagnostic image is obtained by 
combining this brightness image with aforementioned pseudo color 
image, when the strengthof the reflected- light due to the reference 
light that has been illuminated is weak, because the brightness 
image based on the strength of the reflected- light is a monochrome 
image, the overall image becomes dark, and there are cases in which 
it is not possible to visually recognize the living- tissue subject 
under examination. For example, for cases in which the 
fluorescent- light image display apparatus described above is 
provided as an integral part of an endoscope for insertion into 
a body cavity of a patient , acolposcope, a surgical -use microscope, 
etc . , when the insertion portion has been inserted into the environs 
of the living- tissue sub j ect under examination, because the forward 
end thereof is not fixedly attached the distance between the forward 
end of the insertion portion and the living- tissue subject under 
examination reaches the range of several millimeters to 50 mm. 
Accordingly, when the distance between the forward end of the 
insertion portion and the 1 iving - tissue sub j ect under examination 
is toward the upper end of this range, the strength of the 
reflected- light due to the reference light that has been 
illuminated becomes weak, and as a result, the brightness image 
becomes dark overall and the living- tissue subject under 
examination is unable to be recognized visually. 

In view of this, it is a further object of the present 



invention to provide a fluorescent - light image display apparatus 
capable of displaying a diagnostic image having adequate brightness 
even when the strength of the reflected- light due to the reference 
light that has been illuminated becomes weak. 
5 The first fluorescent- light image display method according 

to the present invention comprises obtaining a fluorescent- light 
image based on the strength of the fluorescent light emitted from 
a target area upon irradiation thereof by a stimulating- light, 
assigning at least one of color data and brightness data to a 

10 computed- image based on the fluorescent- light image and forming 
a tissue- state image representing mainly the state of the 
living- tissue subject of the target area, assigning at least one 
of the color data and brightness data corresponding to the color 
data and brightness data assigned to the tissue-state image to 

15 the fluorescent - light image and forming a tissue-state image 
representing mainly the form of the living - tissue subject of the 
target area, combining the tissue- state image and the tissue- form 
image to form a composite- image, and displaying the 
composite - image . 

20 Here, the expression "a computed- image based on the 

fluorescent-light image" can refer to for example, an image 
computed based on the ratio of one to another of two wavelength 
components among a plurality of wavelength components of said 
fluorescent - light image, each of said wavelength components 

25 representing a different wavelength band of fluorescent light. 
Note that the referents of the expression "division value" include 
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values such as the value computed by adding a correction value 
to the pixel values of a fluorescent - light image and then performing 
division, the value obtained by subjecting the value obtained by 
division to arithmetical processing, values categorized by 
division, and etc. Further, the fluorescent- light image itself 
can be used as a computed- image . 

In addition, the expression "color data" refers to, for 
example, the hue, saturation, chromaticity (hue and saturation) 
occurring in a color appearance system (an 

HSB/HVC/LAB/Luv/La*b*/Lu*v* color space) or a color mixing system 
(an XYZ color space) , or the color difference (such as the IQ of 
the YIQ, the CbCr of the YcbCr, etc. of an NTSC signal) etc. 

Further, the expression "brightness data" refers to, for 
example, the brightness or luminosity occurring in a color 
appearance system (an HSB/HVC/LAB/Luv/La*b*/Lu*v* color space) 
or a color mixing system (an XYZ color space) , or the brightness 
(such as the Y of the YIQ, the Y of the YcbCr, etc. of an NTSC 
signal) etc. 

Still further, the expression "assigning at least one of 
color data and brightness data to a computed - image" refers to 
assigning to each pixel of a computed- image a numerical value 
representing at least one of a different hue, saturation, 
chromaticity, brightness, and etc., corresponding to the size of 
the pixel values thereof. 

Further still, the expression "assigning at least one of 
color data and brightness data corresponding to the color data 
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and brightness data assigned to the tissue- state image to the 
fluorescent-light image" refers to, assigning at least one of an 
appropriate hue, saturation, chromaticity , brightness, and etc. 
to the fluorescent-light image, based on consideration of the 
combination of color data and brightness data assigned to the 
computed -image, as described above. 

The second fluorescent - light image display method according 
to the present invention comprises obtaining a fluorescent- light 
image based on the strength of the fluorescent light emitted from 
a target area upon irradiation thereof by a stimulating- light , 
obtaining a reflected- light image based on the strength of the 
reflected- light reflected from a target area upon irradiation 
thereof by a reference light, assigning at least one of color data 
and brightness data to a computed- image based on the 
fluorescent- light image and forming a tissue- state image 
representing mainly the state of the living- tissue subject of the 
target area, assigning at least one of the color data and brightness 
data corresponding to the color data and brightness data assigned 
to the tissue - state image to the reflected - light image and forming 
a tissue- state image representing mainly the form of the 
living - tissue subject of the target area, combining the 
tissue-state image and the tissue-form image to form a 
composite- image, and displaying the composite-image. 

Here, the expression "a computed- image based on the 
fluorescent - light image" can refer to for example, an image 
computed based on the ratio of one to another of two wavelength 



components among a plurality of wavelength components of the 
initially obtained fluorescent- light image, each of said 
wavelength components representing a different wavelength band 
of fluorescent light, or based on the ratio of a fluorescent - light 
5 image of a predetermined wavelength band to the reflected- light 
image; and a division value can be used as aforementioned ratio. 
Note that the referents of the expression "division value" include 
values such as the value computed by adding a correction value 
to the pixel values of a fluorescent - light image and then performing 

10 division, the value obtained by subjecting the value obtained by 
division to arithmetical processing, values categorized by 
division, and etc. Further, the fluorescent-light image itself 
can be used as a computed- image . 

Additionally, the expression "assigning at least one of the 

15 color data and brightness data corresponding to the color data 
and brightness data assigned to the tissue-state image to the 
reflected- light image" refers to, assigning at least one of an 
appropriate hue, saturation, chromatid ty, brightness, and etc, 
to the reflected- light image, based on consideration of the 

20 combination of color data and brightness data assigned to the 
computed- image, as described above. 

Further, according to the first and second fluorescent - light 
image display methods described above, a statistical quantity of 
the pixel values of any one of the obtained images can be computed, 

25 and a display gradation of the brightness data assigned to the 
obtained image of which the statistical quantity has been obtained, 
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based on said statistical quantity. 

Here, the expression "any one of the obtained images" refers 
to: in the first fluorescent - light image display method, to 
aforementioned computed- image or aforementioned 
fluorescent- light image; and in the second fluorescent - light image 
display method, to aforementioned computed - image , aforementioned 
fluorescent- light image, or aforementioned reflected- light 
image . 

Still further, the expression "statistical quantity" refers 
to, for example, the average value of the pixel values, thestandard 
deviation value of the pixel values, the highest and the lowest 
pixel value, etc., however, as far as it represents a statistical 
quantity, any of a number of such type of values will suffice. 

In addition, the expression "a display gradation of the 
brightness data is assigned, based on said statistical quantity 
refers to the assigning, based on the statistical quantity or on 
a combination of a plurality of the statistical values (such as: 
the average value and the standard deviation value; the average 
value and the largest value; the average value and the largest 
value and the smallest value; the average value and the standard 
deviation value and the largest value and the smallest value; the 
largest value and the standard deviation value; the largest value 
and the smallest value; the largest value and the smallest value 
and the standard deviation value, and etc.) to each pixel value 
of the obtained image of which the statistical quantity has been 
computed a numerical value representing a display gradation of 



the brightness data, corresponding to the size of each of said 
pixel values. 

Further, the statistical quantity can be computed of a 
desired portion of any one of the obtained images. 
5 Here, the expression "a desired portion" refers to a section 

of particular interest and which is desired to be viewed carefully, 
of any one of the obtained images. 
^ Also, a predetermined coefficient can be computed based on 

fi the statistical quantity and any obtained image can be multiplied 

10 by the computed coefficient, and a display gradation of the 

brightness data of any one of the obtained images that has been 
multiplied by the computed coefficient. 
%H Here, the expression "a predetermined coefficient can be 

JiJ computed based on the statistical quantity" refers to the obtaining 

F " 15 of a coefficient according to, for example, the formula (1) . 

The average value M, and the standard deviation a of the 
pixel values of any one of the obtained images are designated by 
desired constants a, b, and c: 

Upper limit of the display gradation of the brightness data 

20 X a ^ (M + b X a) X c ... (1) 

Accordingly, the expression "a display gradation of the 
brightness data of any one of the obtained images that has been 
multiplied by the computed coefficient" refers to, as shown in 
Fig. 19, by multiplying a pixel value distribution 10 by the 

25 coefficient, a pixel value distribution 20 is obtained, and 

according to a gradation processing function 30 representing a 
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display gradation of the brightness data, a numerical value 
representing a brightness data is assigned to the value of this 
pixel value distribution 20. 

Further, a gradation processing function representing the 
5 display gradation of the brightness data can be determined based 
on the statistical quantity, and based on the determined gradation 
processing function, a brightness data can be assigned to any one 
of the obtained images. 

Here, the expression "a gradation processing function 
10 representing the display gradation of the brightness data can be 
determined based on the statistical quantity" refers to, for 
example, when the pixel value distribution 10 of any one of the 
obtained images is as the distribution shown in Fig. 2 0 for the 
gradation processing function 30, the converting of the gradation 
15 processing function 30 to a gradation function 40. That is, the 
gradation processing function is rewritten so that the: 

Upper limit of the display gradation of the brightness data 

Xa^M + bXG 

Lower limit of the display gradation of the brightness data 

20 Xa^M-bXc 

More specifically, when the pre - conversion gradation processing 

function is such that: f (x) , MIN - M - b X <7, and Max - M + b 
X a, the gradation processing function is rewritten so that f (x 
- Min/ (Max - Min) ) 
25 Accordingly, the expression "based on the determined 

gradation processing function, a brightness data can be assigned 
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to any one of the obtained images'', refers to the assigning of 
a numerical value representing a display gradation of the 
brightness data, according to the gradation processing function 
40, to the pixel value distribution 10. 

The first fluorescent - light image display apparatus 
according to the present invention comprises a fluorescent - light 
image obtaining means for obtaining a fluorescent - light image based 
on the strength of fluorescent light emitted from a target area 
upon irradiation thereof by a stimulating- light , a tissue- state 
image forming means for assigning at least one of color data and 
brightness data to a computed - image based on said fluorescent - light 
image and forming a tissue - state image representing mainly a state 
of tissue in the target area, a tissue- form image forming means 
for assigning to said fluorescent- light image at least one of color 
data and brightness data corresponding to the color data and the 
brightness data assigned to said tissue-state image and forming 
a tissue- form image representing mainly a form of the tissue in 
the target area, a composite - image forming means for combining 
the tissue-state image and the tissue-form image to form a 
composite- image, and a display means for displaying the 
composite - image formed by said composite- image forming means. 

The second fluorescent- light image display apparatus 
according to the present invention comprises a fluorescent- light 
imageobtainingmeans for obtaining a fluorescent- light imagebased 
on strength of the fluorescent light emitted from a target area 
upon irradiation thereof by a stimulating - light, a reflected - light 



image obtaining means for obtaining a reflected- light image based 
on strength of the reflected - light reflected from the target area 
upon irradiation thereof by a reference light, a tissue-state 
forming means for assigning at least one of color data and brightness 
data to a computed- image based on said fluorescent-light image 
and forming a tissue- state image representing mainly a state of 
tissue in the target area, a tissue- form image forming means for 
assigning to said reflected- light image at least one of color 
data and brightness data corresponding to the color data and the 
brightness data assigned to said tissue-state image and forming 
a tissue- form image representing mainly a form of the tissue in 
the target area, a composite - image forming means for combining 
the tissue -state image and the tissue -form image to form a 
composite - image, a display means for displaying the 
composite -image formed by said composite - image forming means. 

In addition, according to the first and second 
fluorescent- light image display apparatuses of the present 
invention, the computed- image can be an image based on the ratio 
of one to another of two wavelength components among a plurality 
of wavelength components of a fluorescent- light image each of said 
wavelength bands being a different wavelength band of fluorescent 
light. 

Further, according to the second fluorescent - light image 
display apparatus of the present invention, the computed- image 
can be an image based on the ratio between a fluorescent - light 
image and a reflected - light image. 



Still further, the first and second fluorescent -light image 
display apparatuses according to the present invention can be 
provided with a statistical -quantity computing means for computing 
a statistical quantity of the pixel values of any one of the obtained 
5 images, and a gradation processing means for assigning, to any 
one of the obtained images of which a statistical quantity has 
been computed, a display gradation based on the statistical 
quantity. 

Further still , the statistical-quantity computing means can 
10 be a means for computing the statistical quantity from a desired 
portion of any one of the obtained images. 

Still further, the gradation processing means can be a means 
for computing a predetermined coefficient based on the statistical 
quantity, multiplying any one of the obtained images of which the 
15 statistical quantity has been obtained by said computed coefficient , 
and assigning a display gradation of the brightness data to any 
one of the obtained images that has been multiplied by the 
coefficient . 

Additionally, the gradation processing means can be a means 
20 for determining a gradation processing function representing the 
display gradation of the brightness data based on the statistical 
quantity, and assigning the display gradation of the brightness 
data, based on said determined gradation processing function, to 
any one of the obtained images. 
25 In addition, the first and second fluorescent - light image 

display apparatuses according to the present invention can be 
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provided with a bit-shifting means for bit- shifting the pixel 
values of said one of the obtained images when each of said pixel 
values is represented by data of 9 bits or more, so that each of 
said pixel values is represented by the data of the first 8 bits 
5 or less , wherein the statistical - quantity computing means computes 
the statistical quantity based on said bit-shifted data. 

Here, the expression "so that each of said pixel values is 
represented by data of 8 bits or less" refers to the rounding off 
of the bits following the first 8 -bits of data representing a pixel 

10 value, so that the computing of a statistical quantity can be 
performed by a general-use statistical calculator. 

Further, the gradation processing means can be a means 
capable of being turned ON/OFF. 

Here, turning "ON" the gradation processing means refers 

15 to performing gradation processing, turning "OFF" the gradation 
processing means refers to not performing gradation processing, 
and the expression "capable of being turned ON/OFF" refers to the 
capability of switching between the performing of gradation 
processing and the non -performing of gradation processing. The 

20 expression, "the non-performing of gradation processing" refers 
to, for example, if gradation processing is performed when 
brightness data has been assigned to the tissue-state image, 
regardless of whether the tissue- state is normal or diseased, the 
luminosity of the image will change, and it becomes impossible 

25 to judge the tissue state represented therein. Further, at this 
point, if a composite - image based on the tissue- state image is 



17 



displayed without having been subjected to gradation processing, 
and after once having judged the state of the tissue under 
examination, the gradation processing is switched to ON and the 
tissue- state image is subjected to gradation processing, the 
5 detailed changes appearing on the examination monitor screen can 
be viewed. 

In addition, even for cases in which brightness data has 
not been assigned, as it was in the case described above , for example, 
when the distance between the stimulating - light emitting source 

10 becomes suddenly close or far from the target area it is desirable 
that the gradation processing means is capable of being switched 
OFF so as to avoid a large change to the display gradation of the 
brightness data of the image to be displayed. 

Further, when the composite - image forming means combines 

15 a tissue- state image and a tissue- form image to form a 

compos i te - image , when the number of pixels of both images differs , 
after converting the number of pixels of each of the two images 
to the number of pixels of either of the two images, the 
composite - image is formed. 

20 Here, the expression "when the number of pixels of both images 

differs, after converting the number of pixels of each of the two 
images to the number of pixels of either of the two images" refers 
to performing expansion processing, for example, when the number 
of pixels of one of the two images is 100 X 100 pixels and the 

25 number of pixels of the other is 500 X 500, by converting each 
pixel of the image having a number of pixels of 100 X 100 to a 
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5X5 unit of pixels, expanding the number of pixels of the 100 
X 100 pixel image to a 500 X 500 pixel image matching the number 
of pixels of the counterpart image thereto. On the other hand, 
for cases in which the number of pixels is to be the number of 
pixels of an image having fewer pixels, reduction processing can 
be performed; general image processing procedures can be used for 
aforementioned expansion processing and reduction processing. 

Further, the fluorescent - light image display apparatus 
according to the present invention can be provided in the form 
of an endoscope apparatus having an endoscope insertion portion 
to be inserted into the body of a patient. 

Still further, a GaN type semiconductor laser can be used 
as the stimulating - 1 ight source, and the wavelength band of the 
stimulating- light made to be in the 400-420 nm range. 

Further still, the first and second fluorescent- light image 
display apparatuses according to the present invention can be 
combined with a means for obtaining and displaying a normal - image 
based on the reflected- light reflected from a target area upon 
irradiation thereof by a white-light reference light. 

In general, the concept "color" is divided into "color as 
conceived by the color intellect" and "color as perceived by the 
color visual sense". The expression "color as conceived by the 
color intellect", also called "sensory color" refers to the colors 
perceived by the human perceptual faculties, and which are 
qualitatively defined by use of symbols, color representation, 
etc. On the other hand, the expression "color as perceived by the 



color visual sense", also called "color as a psychological physical 
quantity" is the standardized correlation between quantitatively 
defined physical quantities of a spectrum of light and the colors 
perceived as a psychological quantity and measurable in 
psychological testing. Further, the color appearance system and 
the color mixing system are color specification systems for 
displaying color. 

The Munsell color system is a color specification system 
representative of a color appearance system. According to the 
Munsell color system, colors are defined by three properties : hue, 
(H) ; saturation (S) ; and brightness (V) . Hue is divided into the 
three different colors of red (R) , blue(B) , and green (G) . First, 
there are five colors that are the base hues: R; yellow (Y) ; G; 
B; and purple (P) ; and these are distributed as five sectors of 
equal size around the circumference of a single hue ring such as 
that shown in Fig. 1. Next, the intermediate hues YR, GY, BG, PB, 
and RP of the base hues are distributed. In general, a reference 
number Bis assigned to the base and intermediate hues, and although 
there are many cases in which there are 100 hues divided into groups 
of 10 used between adjacent hues, if a rotation angle from 5R, 
which is a base hue, is used, hues can be represented as continuous 
values. In this case, for example, 5R can be displayed as H = 0 rad, 
5Y as H=l/3 rad and 5G as H=2/3 rad. 

The luminosity Value Visa standard unit of measure defining 
the brightness of a color : an ideal black having a 100% reflectance 
is represented by a luminosity Value of 0 ; and an ideal white having 



a reflectance of 100% is represented by a luminosity Value of 10. 
In general, the human sensory perception of brightness is not 
proportionate to the reflectance; for example, to recognize a 
reflectance of 20% as an intermediate brightness, the Munsell 
brightness standard is substantially proportional to the square 
root of the reflectance. 

The saturation (S) is a standard unit of measure defining 
the vividness of a color: the vividness is expressed for each 
brightness and hue by numerical values within a scale starting 
with gray, which has no vividness and is represented by a value 
of 0, to the monochrome colors, which are the most vivid. 

A saturation is created for each brightness of the hue 
represented at a distance from the center thereof, and if stacked 
concentrically in a circular form in order proceeding from the 
low level brightness ' s , the 3 properties occurring in the Munsell 
color system can be expressed as a tube - formed color body, as shown 
in Fig. 2. All of the colors can be positioned at some point in 
this color body. In general, sensory color is displayed as 
three-dimensional coordinate space having a one - dimensional 
brightness coordinate (called a brightness index) , and a 
two-dimensional coordinate called a conceptual color degree 
representing an integrated hue and saturation. 

On the other hand, the CIE (Commission International de 
l'Eclairage) color system, which quantitatively treats each color 
as a mixture of three source stimuli (that is, the light of three 
source colors) and which has as two main color specification systems 



the RGB and the XYZ color specification systems, is a color 
specification system representative of a color mixing system. In 
practice, it is known that any color can be created by mixing 
appropriate proportions of the three different independent colors 
that are the three source stimuli. The three most general source 
stimuli are R (red) , B (blue) , and G (green) ; these three source 
stimuli, and the three source stimuli values that represent the 
mixing proportions of the three source stimuli comprise the RGB 
color specif ication system . However, in the RGB color specif ication 
system, because the plotted equivalent color function may be a 
negative value according to the wavelength when the three source 
stimuli values formed by additively mixing continuous spectra of 
light, difficulty is encountered in function processing. 
Therefore, coordinate conversion processing is performed so that 
all of the equivalent color functions are advantageously converted 
into positive values, and a new color specification system, which 
defines three imaginary source stimuli X, Y, and Z (i.e., the XYZ 
color specification system) has been developed in relation to the 
RGB system. According to the XYZ color specification system, in 
order to facilitate mathematical treatment, because the equivalent 
color function of Z (called the brightness) is defined so that 
it is the equivalent of a relative luminosity factor representing 
a sensitivity to the human eye with respect to the wavelength. 
Further, the difference in a color (chromatici ty) is defined by 
the chromatici ty coordinate x, y obtained according to the following 
formula : 



X=X/ (X+Y+Z) 
y=Y/ (X+Y+Z) 

Fig. 3 shows a chromaticity chart of the XYZ color 
specification system. A mixed color of two colors is represented 
by a point on the straight line connecting two chromaticity points 
representing the two colors. All the colors appear as points 
contained within the region defined by a bell - f ormd curve (a spectra 
locus) and the straight line (a pure purple locus) connecting both 
ends thereof. Further, the arrow mark in center of Fig. 3 indicates 
the change in hue. 

Also, for cases in which color is to be displayed by a TV 
signal or other representative visual image signal system, the 
R,G,B components are not transferred as independent colors. For 
example, according to the NTSC system, the R,G,B components are 
converted, by use of a predetermined computation, to two color 
difference signals I,Q and one brightness signal Y. Further, it 
is also possible to use other systems representative of visible 
image signal systems, such as the PAL system, etc. 

According to the first method of and apparatus for displaying 
a fluorescent - light image according to the present invention, 
because: a fluorescent - light image based on strength of 
fluorescent- light emitted from a target area upon irradiation 
thereof by a stimulating - light is obtained; at least one of color 
data and brightness data are assigned to a computed- image based 
on said fluorescent- light image and a tissue-state image 
representing mainly a state of tissue in the target area is formed; 



at least one of color data and brightness data corresponding to 
the color data and the brightness data assigned to said 
tissue-state image are assigned to said fluorescent - light image 
and a tissue- form image representing mainly a form of the tissue 
5 in the target area is formed; the tissue-state image and the 
tissue -form image are combined to form a composite - image ; and the 
composite- image is displayed; the data relating to the 
fluorescent-light emitted from the target area (data relating to 
the tissue - state) , and the data relating to the tissue-form of 

10 the target area canbe displayed in 1 composite - image, andmoreover , 
no uncertainty regarding the reliability of the image for use in 
diagnosis is imparted to the operator. 

According to the second method of and apparatus for 
displaying a fluorescent- light image according to the present 

15 invention, because: a fluorescent - light image based on strength 
of fluorescent-light emitted from a target area upon irradiation 
thereof by a stimulating - light is obtained; a reflected - light 
image based on strength of reflected- light reflected from the 
target area upon irradiation thereof by a reference light is 

20 obtained; at least one of color data and brightness data are assigned 
to a computed- image based on said fluorescent- light image and a 
tissue- state image representing mainly a state of tissue in the 
target area is formed; at least one of color data and brightness 
data corresponding to the color data and the brightness data 

25 assigned to said tissue-state image is assigned to said 

reflected- light image and a tissue- form image representing 
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mainly a form of the tissue in the target area is formed; the 
tissue -state image and the tissue -form image are combined to form 
a composite - image ; and the composite - image is displayed; the same 
effect obtainedby the first fluorescent- light image display method 
and apparatus therefor is obtained, and by the forming of the 
tissue-state image from the reflected- light image based on the 
illumination of the target area by the reference - light , a 
composite - image more accurately reflecting the tissue - form of the 
target area can be displayed. 

In addition, according to the first and second methods of 
and apparatuses for displaying a fluorescent - light image according 
to the present invention, for cases in which the computed- image 
is based on ratio between a plurality of wavelength bands of a 
fluorescent- light image, each of said wavelength bands being a 
different wavelength band of fluorescent light, because a 
computed- image reflecting the difference between the form of the 
fluorescent spectra of the fluorescent light emitted from a target 
area can be obtained, a composite - image accurately reflecting the 
tissue-state of the target area can be displayed. 

Further, according to the second method of and apparatus 
for displaying a fluorescent - 1 ight image according to the present 
invention, for cases in which the computed - image is based on the 
ratio between a fluorescent - light image and a reflected- light 
image, because a computed- image reflecting the emission output 
of the fluorescent- light emitted from the target area can be 
obtained, a composite- image accurately reflecting the 



tissue-state of the target area can be displayed. 

Still further, according to the first and second methods 
of and apparatuses for displaying a fluorescent - light image 
according to the present invention, because a statistical quantity 
is computed of the pixel values of any one of the obtained images, 
and a display gradation of the brightness data, based on the 
statistical quantity, is assigned to said any one of the obtained 
images, even if the pixel values of an image to which brightness 
data has been assigned are small , a composite - image already having 
a brightness above a predetermined value can be formed, and also, 
because the dynamic range of the display gradation of the brightness 
data can be virtually expanded, a composite- image already capable 
of visual recognition can be provided. Further, for cases in which 
an endoscope, etc . , that is to be inserted into the body of a patient 
is used, even when stimulating- light emitting end of the endoscope 
insertion portion is located a far distance from the target area, 
because a composite - image already having a brightness above a 
predetermined value can be formed, composite - images facilitating 
visual recognition across a wide measurement - distance range can 
be provided. 

Additionally, for cases in which the statistical quantity 
has been computed of a desired portion of any one of the obtained 
images, the display gradation of the brightness data can be 
optimized, an also, the amount of computing required to compute 
the statistical quantity can be reduced. 

In addition, a predetermined coefficient can be computed 
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based on the statistical quantity and aforementioned any one of 
the obtained images can be multiplied by the computed coefficient, 
and for cases in which a display gradation of the brightness data 
is to be assigned to an image that has been mul tiplied by the computed 
coefficient, an appropriate display gradation of the brightness 
data can be assigned by a simpler computation method. 

Further, a gradation processing function representing the 
display gradation of the brightness data can be determined based 
on the statistical quantity, and for cases in which, based on the 
determined gradation processing function, a brightness data is 
to be assigned to any one of the obtained images, the display 
gradation of the brightness data occurring in a composite - image 
can be virtually expanded (an equalization effect) by a simpler 
computation method . 

Still further, for cases in which the chromaticity occurring 
in a color appearance system, the chromaticity occurring in a color 
mixing system, or the color difference occurring in a visual - image 
signal system is used as the color data, the color data can be 
easily assigned to a tissue-state or a tissue-form image. 

Further still, for cases in which the luminosity data 
occurring in a color appearance system, the luminosity occurring 
in a color mixing system, or the brightness occurring in a 
visual -image signal system is used as the brightness data, the 
brightness data can be easily assigned to a tissue-state or a 
tissue - form image . 

In addition, if, for example, the Munsell color system, which 



is one of color appearance systems, is employed as the color 
specification system, the color data can be defined corresponding 
to a hue H occurring in the Munsell color system hue ring shown 
in Fig. 1, and can easily be made to correspond to only a hue. 

Also, if, for example, the XYZ color system, which is a color 
mixing system, is employed as the color specification system, the 
color data can be made to correspond to a pair of chromaticity 
coordinates (x,y) shown in the chromaticity chart in Fig. 3, and 
can be easily made to correspond to only a chromaticity. 

Further, if, forexample, the color difference andbrightness 
occurring in a visual -image signal system are employed, a 
color-difference signal and a brightness signal can be determined 
from aforementioned computed - image , etc., and said 
co lor -difference signal andbrightness signal can be input directly 
into a video signal circuit , etc., and the color (color difference 
and brightness) of a composite- image can be determined. 

Still further, the mathematical processing occurring when 
a composite - image is to be formed can be simplified. 

Further still, for cases in which pixel values of an image 
of which a statistical quantity is to be computed are represented 
by data of 9 -bits or more, a bit shifting means is provided to 
shift the first 8 bits of data so that the pixel value is represented 
by 8 bits data or less. And for cases in which the 
statistical -quantity computing means computes the statistical 
quantity based on the bit- shifted pixel values, the computation 
can be performed by use of a general-use statistical calculator 
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and high-speed computation processing can be attained. 

Additionally, for cases in which ON/OFF switching of the 
gradation processing of assigning a display gradation of the 
brightness data, based on the statistical quantity, is possible, 
5 even, for example, when the brightness data has been assigned to 
a tissue-state image, by turning the gradation processing OFF, 
the tissue-state can be judged accurately, and after once judging 
the tissue- state, if the gradation processing is switched ON so 
as to subject the tissue-state image to gradation processing, the 

10 detailed changes of the tissue - state within the examination display 
screen can be viewed. 

Further, even for cases in which a brightness data has not 
been assigned, as described above, to a tissue- state image, if, 
for example, the distance between the target area and the 

15 stimulating- light emitting end of the endoscope insertion portion 
suddenly becomes close, or far, because the gradation processing 
can be switched OFF, a large fluctuation in the display gradation 
of the brightness data of an image to be displayed can be avoided. 

Further still, for cases in which the statistical quantity 

20 is a combination of a plurality of values containing the average 
pixel value or the largest pixel value, the computation of the 
statistical quantity can be performed comparatively easily, and 
a display gradation of an appropriate brightness can be assigned. 
In addition, when combining the tissue-state and the 

25 tissue - form image to form a composite - image , if the number of pixels 
of both images is different, after converting the number of pixels 



29 



of both images to the number of pixels of either of the two images, 
because a composite- image is to be formed, after, for example, 
making the number of pixels of the image having fewer pixels match 
the number of pixels of the image having the larger number of pixels , 
5 forcasesin which a composite - image is formed based on both images , 
because, for example, the quantity of fluorescent light is small, 
when the fluorescent - light image is obtained, it is necessary that 
the fluorescent- light image be subjected to binning processing, 
etc., and even for cases in which the number of pixels of the 

10 fluorescent- light image is less than the number of pixels of the 
reflected- light image, the number of pixels of the 
composite - image can be matched to the number of pixels of the 
reflected- light image and the composite- image displayed, and the 
tissue-state of the target area can be accurately displayed. 

15 Further, if, for example, the number of pixels of the image 

having the larger number of pixels is made to match the number 
of pixels of the image having fewer pixels, for cases in which 
a composite- image is to be formed based on both images, the need 
to perform excessive computation processing is eliminated and the 

20 image processing can be carried out at high-speed. 

Still further, if a GaN type semiconductor laser is used 
as the stimulating - light source, a cost-effective small-sized 
light source can be provided, and also, if the wavelength band 
of the simulating light is in the 400-420 nm range, fluorescent 

25 light is efficiently emitted from a target area irradiated thereby. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Figure 1 is a drawing provided for explanation of the hue 

ring according to the Munsell color specification system, 
Figure 2 is a drawing provided for explanation of a 

three-dimensional Munsell color diagram, 

Figure 3 is an XYZ color specification system chromaticity 

graph, 

Figure 4 is a schematic drawing of a fluorescent endoscope 
apparatus according to the first embodiment of the present 
invention, 

Figure 5 is a schematic drawing of the switching filter used 
in the first and second embodiments, 

Figure 6 is a schematic drawing of a fluorescent endoscope 
apparatus according to the second embodiment of the present 
invention, 

Figure 7 shows the color range of a composite- image displayed 
by a fluorescent endoscope apparatus according to the third 
embodiment of the present invention, 

Figure 8 is a schematic drawing of a fluorescent endoscope 
apparatus according to the fourth embodiment of the present 
invention, 

Figure 9 schematically shows a mosaic filter, 

Figure 10 is a schematic drawing of the switching filter 

used in the fourth embodiment, 

Figure 11 shows the color range of a composite - image 

displayed by a fluorescent endoscope apparatus according to the 



fourth embodiment of the present invention, 

Figure 12 is a schematic drawing of a fluorescent endoscope 
apparatus according to the fifth embodiment of the present 
invention, 

5 Figure 13 is a schematic drawing of a fluorescent endoscope 

apparatus according to the sixth embodiment of the present 
invention, 

Figure 14 shows the color range of a composi te - image 
q displayed by a fluorescent endoscope apparatus according to the 

'g 10 sixth embodiment of the present invention, 

Figure 15 shows the color range of a composi te - image 
n displayed by a fluorescent endoscope apparatus according to the 

;;i seventh embodiment of the present invention, 

;j Figure 16 shows the color range of a composi te* image 

1 15 displayed by a fluorescent endoscope apparatus according to the 
eighth embodiment of the present invention, 

Figure 17 shows the color range of a composi te - image 
displayedby a fluorescent endoscope apparatus according to another 
embodiments of the present invention, 
20 Figure 18 shows the color range of a composi te - image 

displayedby a fluorescent endoscope apparatus according to another 
embodiments of the present invention, 

Figure 19 i s a graph provided for explanation of the operation 
for assigning a display gradation of the brightness data of an 
25 IR ref lected-light image that has been multiplied by a 
predetermined coefficient. 
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Figures 20A and 20B are graphs provided for explanation of 
the operation for changing the gradation processing function and 
assigning a display gradation of the brightness data, and 

Figure 21 is a graph provided for explanation of the strength 
5 distribution of the fluorescent spectra of a normal tissue and 
of a diseased tissue. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
Hereinafter, with reference to the drawings, the preferred 
embodiments of the present invention will be explained. First, 

10 with reference to Figs . 4and5, the first embodiment of a fluorescent 
endoscope apparatus implementing a fluorescent- light image 
display apparatus implementing the fluorescent - light image 
display method according to the present invention will be explained. 
Fig. 4 is a schematic drawing of a fluorescent endoscope apparatus 

15 implementing a fluorescent-light image display apparatus 
according to the present invention. According to the 
fluorescent- light image display apparatus of the current 
embodiment: the fluorescent light emitted from a living- tissue 
subject is two- dimensionally detected by an image fiber; a 

20 narrow-band fluorescent- light image having a wavelength band of 
430-530 nm and a wide-band fluorescent - 1 ight image having a 
wavelength band of 430-730 nm are obtained; a computed - image based 
on the division value between the pixel values of both images is 
formed; a hue signal H determining a hue H occurring in the Munsell 

25 color system is assigned to said computed - image and a tissue - state 
image representing mainly the tissue-state of the target area is 
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formed; an IR reflected- light image formed of the light reflected 
from the living - tissue subj ect under examination upon illumination 
thereof by white- light is obtained; a luminosity V occurring in 
the Munsell color system is assigned to said IR reflected- light 
image and a tissue-state image reflecting mainly the tissue- form 
of the target area is formed; and a composite - image combining the 
tissue- state image and the tissue- form image is displayed on a 
monitor . 

The fluorescent endoscope apparatus according to the first 
embodiment of the present invention comprises: an endoscope 
insertion portion 100 to be inserted into the body of the patient 
to the position at which the primary nidus of a disease and areas 
of suspected secondary infection are located; an illuminating unit 
110 for emitting normal-image and IR reflected- light image 
obtaining-use white-light and fluorescent- light image 
obtaining-use stimulating-light; an image obtaining unit 120 for 
obtaining two fluorescent- light images having different 
wavelength bands and a reflected- light image; a composite- image 
forming unit 130 for computing a division value between the 
fluorescent - light images , assigning a hue to a computed - image based 
on said division value and forming a tissue-state image , assigning 
a luminosity V to the pixel values of an IR reflected- light image 
and forming a tissue-form image, and combining the tissue- state 
image and the tissue- form image to form a composite- image; an image 
processing unit 140 for performing the image processing required 
in order to display the normal -image and the composite - image as 



visible images; a control computer 150, which is connected to each 
of the units, for controlling the operation timing thereof, a 
monitor 160 for displaying as a visible image the normal -image 
data processed by the image processing unit 140, and a monitor 
5 170 for displaying as a visible image the composite - image processed 
by the image processing unit 140. 

The endoscope insertion portion 100 comprises a light guide 
101 extending to the forward end of the internal portion, a CCD 
cable 102, and an image fiber 103. The forward end portion of the 

10 light guide 101 and the CCD cable 102, that is, the forward end 
portion of the insertion portion, is provided with an illuminating 
lens 104 and an objective lens 105 . The image fiber 103 is a silicon 
glass fiber, and is provided at the forward end thereof with a 
focusing lens 106. A CCD photographing element is connected to 

15 the forward end of the CCD cable 102, and a prism 108 is attached 
to said CCD photographing element 107. The light guide 101 is 
an integrated cable in which a white-light 101a formed of composite 
glass fiber and a stimulating - light guide 101b formed of silicon 
glass fiber are bundled, and the white-light guide 101a and the 

20 stimulating-light guide 101b are connected to the illuminating 
unit 110. One end of the CCD cable 102 is connected to the image 
processing unit 14 0, and one end of the image fiber 103 is connected 
to the image obtaining unit 120. 

The illuminating unit 110 comprises a white- light source 

25 111 for emitting normal -image and IR reflected- light image 

obtaining-use white-light LI and a white-light use power source 
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112 electrically connected to said white-light source 111, and 
a GaN type semiconductor laser 114 for emitting fluorescent - light 
image obtaining-use stimulating - light L2 and a 

semiconductor-laser use power source 115 electrically connected 
5 to said GaN type semiconductor laser 114. 

The image obtaining unit 120 comprises a stimulating-light 
cutoff filter 121 for cutting off light in the wavelength band 
below 420 nm, which is close to the wavelength band of the 
stimulating-light, from the fluorescent light L3 passing through 

10 the image fiber 103 , a switching filter 122 composedof a combination 
of three types of optical filters, a filter rotating apparatus 
124 for rotating said switching filter 122, a CCD photographing 
element 125 for obtaining a fluorescent - light image or an IR 
ref lected-light image passing through said switching filter 122 , 

15 an A/D converting circuit 126 for digitizing a fluorescent - 1 ight 
image and an IR ref lected- light image obtained by the CCD 
photographing element 125, and an image memory 127 for storing 
an image signal that has been digitized by the A/D converting circuit 
126 . 

20 The switching filter 122, as shown in Fig. 5 is formed of 

an optical filter 123a, which is aband-pass filter for transmitting 
light in the 430-730 nm wavelength range, an optical filter 123b, 
which is a band-pass filter for transmitting light in the 480 ±50 
nm wavelength range, and an optical filter 123c, which is aband-pass 

25 filter for transmitting light in the 750-900 nm wavelength range. 
The optical filter 123a is a wide-band fluorescent - light image 
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obtaining-use optical filter; the optical filter 123b is a 
narrow-band fluorescent- light image obtaining-use optical filter, 
and the optical filter 123c is an IR reflected- light image 
fluorescent-light image obtaining-use optical filter. When the 
5 switching filter 122 is irradiated with the white-light LI, the 
optical filter 123c is disposed above the optical path, and when 
irradiation by the stimulating - light L2 , the control computer 150 
implements controls so that the optical filter 123a and 123b are 
alternately disposed above the optical path by the filter rotating 

10 apparatus 124. 

The CCD photographing element 125 is a 500 X 500 pixel 
obtaining element, and when obtaining an IR ref lec ted- 1 ight image, 
under control of the control computer 150 , normal readout is carried 
out, however, when obtaining a fluorescent - light image, because 

15 the signal of the fluorescent- light image is raised, binning 
readout is performed after outputs of 5 X 5 individual pixels are 
added. Therefore, when obtaining a fluorescent- light image, the 
image obtaining element operates as an image obtaining element 
having 100 X 100 pixels. 

20 The image memory 127 comprises a narrow-band 

fluorescent- light image memory zone, a wide-band 
fluorescent-light image memory zone, and an IR ref lected- light 
image memory zone, which are not shown in the drawings. The 
narrow-band fluorescent- light image obtained when the 

25 living- tissue subject is irradiated by the stimulating - light L2 
and in a state in which the narrow-band fluorescent - 1 ight image 
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obtaining-use optical filter 123a is disposed above the optical 
path is stored in the narrow-band fluorescent-light image memory 
zone, and the wide-band fluorescent - light image obtained when the 
living- tissue subject is irradiated by the stimulating- light L2 
and in a state in which the wide-band fluorescent-light image 
obtaining-use optical filter 123b is disposed above the optical 
path is stored in the wide-band fluorescent - light image memory 
zone. Further, the IR reflected - light image obtained when the 
living- tissue subject is illuminated with the white-light LI and 
in a state in which the IR reflected- light image obtaining-use 
optical filter 123c is disposed above the optical path is stored 
in the IR reflected - light image obtaining-use image memory zone . 

As described above, because the readout method differs, the 
number of pixels of the IR reflected- light image is 500 X 500, 
and the number of pixels of the narrow-band fluorescent - light image 
and the wide-band fluorescent- light image is 100 X 100. 

The image composing unit 130 comprises a tissue- state image 
forming means 131 provided with a prerecorded look-up table 
correlating the range of division value between the 
fluorescent- light images and the hue H occurring in the Munsell 
hue ring (0 rad - 2/3 rad, Red- Yellow- Green range) for assigning 
a hue H to the computed image and forming a tissue-state image, 
a tissue- form image forming means 132 provided with a prerecorded 
look-up table correlating the pixel value range of an IR 
reflected- light image and a luminosity V (Value) occurring in the 
Munsell color system, and an composite - image forming means 133 
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for forming a composite- image based on the tissue-state image and 
the tissue -form image. 

The image processing unit 140 comprises a signal processing 
circuit 141 for forming a normal - image , which is a color image, 
5 from the signal obtained by the CCD photographing element 107, 
an A/D converting circuit 142 for digitizing the normal -image 
obtained by said signal processing circuit 141, a normal - image 
memory 143 for storing the digitized normal - image, and a video 
signal processing circuit 144 for converting to a video image signal 

10 the normal -image output from said normal -image memory 143 and the 
composite- image composed by the image composing portion 143 . 

Hereinafter, the operation of a fluorescent endoscope 
apparatus of the configuration described above and implementing 
the fluorescent- light image display apparatus according to the 

15 present invention will be described. According to the fluorescent 
endoscope of the current embodiment, the obtaining of a 
normal-image and an IR reflected- light image, and the obtaining 
of a fluorescent-light image are performed alternately in a time 
division manner. First, the operation occurring when a 

20 fluorescent-light image is to be obtained will be explained. 

According to the fluorescent endoscope apparatus of the 
current embodiment, based on a signal from the control computer 
150, the semiconductor-laser use power source 115 is activated, 
and stimulating- light L2 having a wavelength of 410 nm is emitted 

25 from the GAN type semiconductor laser 114. The stimulating- light 
L2 passes through the stimulating- light use focusing lens 116 and 
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enters the stimulating- light guide 101b, and after being guided 
to the stimulating-light emitting end of the endoscope insertion 
portion, the white-light LI is projected onto the living- tissue 
subject 50 by illuminating lens 104. 
5 The fluorescent light L3 emitted from the living - tissue 

subject 50 upon irradiation thereof by the stimulating- light L2 
is focused by lens 106 and enters the forward end of the image 
fiber 103. After passing through the image fiber 103, the 
fluorescent light L3 is focused by the lens 128 and passes through 
10 the stimulating-light cutoff filter 121, the switching filter 122 
and the optical filters 123a and 123b. 

The optical filter 123a is a band-pass filter that transmits 
only light in the 430-730 nm wavelength range, and the fluorescent 
transmitted by the optical filter 123b becomes a wide -band 
15 fluorescent-light image. The optical filter 123b is a band-pass 
filter that transmits only light in the 480 ±50 nm wavelength range, 
and the fluorescent transmitted by the optical filter 123b becomes 
a narrow-band fluorescent - light image. 

The wide-band fluorescent - light image and the narrow-band 
20 fluorescent -light image are received by the CCD photographing 
element 125, and after being electrically converted, 5X5 pixel 
signal portions are readout using a binning readout process, said 
wide-band and narrow-band fluorescent - light images are digitized 
by the A/D converting circuit and stored in the wide-band 
25 fluorescent -light image memory zone and the harrow -band 

fluorescent -light image memory zone, respectively, of the image 
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memory 127. By performing the binning readout process described 
above, a fluorescent-light image having a weak light strength can 
be obtained with a high degree of accuracy, however, the number 
of pixels of the fluorescent - light image becomes 100 X 100, which 
5 is 1/25 the number of when normal readout is performed. 

Next, the operation occurring when an IR reflected- light 
image is to be obtained will be explained. First, the white -light 
use power source 112 is activated based on a signal from the control 
computer 15 0 , and the white - light LI is emitted from the white - light 

10 source 111. The white- light LI passes through the white- light use 
focusing lens 113 and enters the white-light guide 101a, and after 
being guided to the stimulating - light emitting end of the endoscope 
insertion portion, the white- light LI is projected onto the 
living- tissue subject 50 by an illuminating lens 104. The 

15 reflected - light L4 of the white - lightLl is focused by the focusing 
lens 106 and enters the forward end of the image fiber 103. After 
passing through the image fiber 103, the reflected- light L4 is 
focused by the lens 128 and is transmitted by the stimulating - light 
cutoff filterl21, the switching filter 12 2 , and the optical filter 

20 123c. 

Because the optical filter 123c is a band-pass filter that 
transmits only light in the 750-900 nm wavelength range, the IR 
reflected- light image transmitted by the optical filter 123c 
becomes an IR reflected- light image composed only of the 
25 near- infrared wavelength light within the reflected- light L4 
transmitted by the optical filter 123c. 
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This IR ref lected-light image is received and electrically 
converted by the CCD photographing element 125, and after being 
digitized by the A/D converting circuit 126, is stored in the IR 
ref lected- light image memory zone of the image memory 127. 
5 Next, the operation occurring when a composite - image is to 

be formed will be explained. First, the tissue- state image forming 
means 131 of the composite - image forming unit 130 divides the pixel 
value of each of the pixels of the narrow-band fluorescent- light 
image stored in the narrow-band fluorescent - light image memory 
10 zone of the image memory 427 by the corresponding pixel value each 
of the pixels of the wide-band fluorescent - light image stored in 
the wide-band fluorescent - light image memory zone of the image 
memory 427, assigns a hue H (Hue) occurring in the Munsell color 
system, by use of the division value and the prerecorded look-up 
15 table, and forms a tissue-state image, which is output to the image 
composing portion 133. 

In addition, the tissue -form image forming means 13 2 assigns 
a luminosity V occurring in the Munsell color system, by use of 
the pixel value and the prerecorded look-up table, for each pixel 
20 of the IR ref lected-light image stored in the IR ref lected - light 
image memory zone of the image memory 127 , and forms a tissue- state 
image, which it outputs to the image composing portion 133. 

The image composing portion 133 converts the data of 1 pixel 
of a tissue-state image to the data of a 5 X 5 pixel portion and 
25 expands the number of pixels of a 100 X 100 pixel tissue- state 
image to 500 X 500 pixels, and afterwards, combines said 500 X 
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500 pixel tissue- state image and the tissue-state image based on 
the luminosity V and forms a composite - image . Note that, because 
hue, brightness and saturation (three attributes of color) are 
required when the image is to be displayed in color, the saturation 
5 occurring in the Munsell color system is set at the highest value 
of each hue and brightness when composing a composite- image. 

After that, RGB conversion is preformed using the formula 
below, and the composite - image formed is output to the video signal 
processing circuit 144: 
10 R = V/3 + 2S cos (H/6) 

G = V/3 - S cos (H/6) + S sin (H/2) 

B - V/3 - S cos (H/6) - S sin (H/2) 

The composite- image converted to a video signal by the video 
signal processing circuit 144 is input to the monitor 170 and 
15 displayed on said monitor as a visual image. The continuous 

operation described above are controlled by the control computer 
150 . 

Next, the operation occurring when a normal -image is to be 
obtained will be explained. When a normal - image is to be obtained, 

20 at the same time as the reflected- light image described above, 
first, the white-light use power source 112 is activated and the 
white-light LI is emitted from the white-light source 111. The 
white- light LI enters the white-light guide 101a through by way 
of the white-light use focusing lens 113, and after being guided 

25 to the stimulating- light emitting end of the endoscope insertion 
portion, is projected onto the living- tissue subject 50 by the 
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illuminating lens 104. 

The reflected- light L4 of the white-light LI is focused by 
the objective lens 105, reflected by the prism 108 and focused 
by the CCD photographing element 107. 

The visible image signal from the CCD photographing element 
107 is input to the A/D converting circuit 142, and after being 
digitized, is stored in the normal -image memory 143. The 
normal -image stored in the normal -image memory 143, after being 
converted to a video signal by the video signal processing circuit 
144, is input to the monitor 160 and displayed on said monitor 
160 as a visible image. The continuous operation described above 
is controlled by the control computer 150. 

According to the operation described above, because the hue 
of the displayed composite - image reflects the division value of 
the pixel values between two types of fluorescent - light images, 
that is, the difference in the form of the fluorescent spectra 
emitted from the living- tissue subject 50, and because the 
luminosity reflects the pixel values of the IR ref lected-light 
image, that is, the form of the living- tissue subject 50, the data 
relating to the fluorescent light emitted from the living- tissue 
subject 50 as well as the data relating to the form of the 
living- tissue subject of the target area can be displayed in one 
image, and no doubt as to the reliability of the composite-image 
for use in diagnosis is imparted to an operator. Therefore, an 
operator can easily judge the tissue-state of the target area. 

Further, by determining the hue H occurring in the Munsell 



hue ring, based on the division value between the pixels of the 
fluorescent-light images, the division value of the pixels values 
can be made to correspond only to the hue , and the precise difference 
in the form of the fluorescent spectra of the fluorescent light 
5 can be reflected in a composite - image . 

In addition, because the fluorescent - light images have been 
readout using a binning readout process, the number of pixels 
forming the fluorescent - light image is 100 X 100 pixels, however, 
when forming a composite - image , the data of 1 pixel of a tissue - state 
10 image is converted into the data of a 5X 5 portion of pixels and 
the 100 X 100 pixels of the tissue-state image are expanded to 
500 X 500 pixels. Then, because a composite - image has been formed 
by combining said 500 X 500 pixel tissue-state image and a tissue 
state image formed based on the luminosity V, the number of pixels 
15 of the display image corresponds to 500 X 500 pixels, and the form 
of the target area can be displayed so as to be clearly 
distinguishable . 

Further, because the GaN type semiconductor laser 114 has 
been used as the light source of the stimulating- light L2 , the 
20 stimulating-light can be emitted from a small-sized, 

cost-effective stimulating-light source. Inaddition, because the 
wavelength of the stimulating- light is 410 nm, fluorescent light 
is efficiently emitted from the living- tissue subject 50. 

Note that as an example of a different version of the first 
25 embodiment described above, when forming a composite - image , ' 

instead of determining the hue by using the division value of the 
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pixel values between the fluorescent - 1 ight images and the look-up 
table containing prerecorded hues corresponding to said division 
value between the fluorescent - light images, another proposed 
method is to assign a hue using the ratio of the pixel values of 
two types of fluorescent-light images that have been converted 
to 16 bit data without reference numerals and a look-up table on 
which hues are correlated with the 16 -bit data, as shown in Table 
1. In this case, because the division value between the 
fluorescent-light images is not used, it is possible to perform 
a stable mathematical processing even for cases in which the pixel 
values of the fluorescent light are small, etc. 
Table 1 





Intensity of Narrow-Band Fluorescent- Image 
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Next, the second embodiment of a fluorescent endoscope 
apparatus, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6, implementing the 
fluorescent- light image obtaining apparatus according to the 
present invention will be explained. Fig. 6 is a schematic drawing 
of a fluorescent endoscope apparatus implementing the 



fluorescent- light image obtaining apparatus according to the 
present invention. Note that for the current embodiment, the 
components shared in common with the first embodiment are labeled 
with the same reference numerals, and where further explanation 
thereof is not particularly required, it has been omitted. 

The fluorescent endoscope apparatus according to the second 
embodiment comprises an endoscope insertion portion 100 to be 
inserted into the body of a patient near the position at which 
the primary nidus of a disease and areas of suspected secondary 
infection are located, an illuminating unit for emitting 
normal-image and IR ref lected-light image obtaining - use 
white-light and fluorescent - 1 ight image obtaining- use 
stimulating- light, a image obtaining unit 300 for obtaining two 
types of fluorescent- light images having different wavelength 
bands and a re fleeted - light image , a composite - image forming unit 
400 for computing a division value between the fluorescent - light 
images, assigning a hue to a computed - image based on the division 
value and forming a tissue- state image, assigning a luminosity 
V to the pixel values of an IR ref lected- light image and forming 
a tissue- state image, and combining each of said two tissue- state 
images to form a composite- image, an image processing unit 500 
for performing the image processing required in order to display 
the normal -image and the composite - image as a visible image, a 
control computer 200, which is connected to each of the units, 
for controlling the operation timing thereof, a monitor 601 for 
displaying as a visible image the normal -image data processed by 
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the image processing unit 500, and a monitor 602 for displaying 
the composite- image processed by the image processing unit 140 

as a visible image. 

The image obtaining unit 300 comprises a stimulating- light 

5 cutoff filter 302 for cutting off light in the wavelength band 
below 420 nm, which is close to the wavelength band of the 
stimulating- light, from the fluorescent light L3 passing through 
the image fiber 103 , a switching filter 303 composedof a combination 
of three types of optical filters, a filter rotating apparatus 

10 304 for rotating said switching filter 303, a CCD photographing 
element 306 for obtaininga f luorescent-light imagepassing through 
said switching filter 303 or an IR reflected- light image, and 
an A/D converting circuit 307 for digitizing the signal obtained 
by the CCD photographing element 306. 

15 The switching filter 303, which is the same as in the first 

embodiment, is formed of three types of optical filters : an optical 
filter 3 03a, which is a wide -band fluorescent - light image band -pass 
filter for transmitting light in the 430-730 nm wavelength range, 
an optical filter 303b, which is a narrow-band fluorescent - light 

20 image band-pass filter for transmitting light in the 430-530 nm 
wavelength range, and an optical filter 303c, which is an IR 
ref lected-light image band-pass filter for transmitting light in 
the 750-900 nm wavelength range. 

The image composing unit 400 comprises fluorescent- light 

25 image memory 401 for storing the digitized fluorescent - 1 ight image 
signal data of the fluorescent - 1 ight image composed of two 
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different wavelength bands, an IR reflected- light image memory 
403 for storing the IR ref lected-light image signal data, a 
tissue- state image forming means 402 for performing computations 
according to the ratio of each pixel value of the fluorescent- light 
image composed of two different wavelength bands stored in the 
fluorescent- light image memory 401 and assigning a hue H to the 
computed value of eachpixel value and forming a tissue- state image, 
a bit shifting means 409 for shifting the bit value of each pixel 
value represented by 9 bits of data or more from among the pixel 
values of the IR ref lec ted- light image stored in the IR 
ref lected- light image memory 403 so that each pixel value is 
represented by data of 8 bits or less, a statistical - quantity 
computing means 404 provided with an 8 bit statistical quantity 
calculator for computing a predetermined statistical quantity 
of each pixel value output from the bit shifting means 409, a 
coefficient computing means 405 for computing a predetermined 
coefficient based on the statistical quantity output from the 
statistical -quantity computing means 404, a coefficient 
multiplying means 406 for multiplying each pixel value of an IR 
ref lected - light image by the predetermined coefficient output from 
the coefficient computing means 405, a tissue -form image forming 
means 407 for assigning a display gradation of a luminosity V to 
each pixel value output from the coefficient multiplier computing 
means 406 and forming a tissue- form image, and a composite - image 
forming means 4 0 8 for combining and output ting as a composi te - image 
the tissue-state image output from the tissue-state image forming 



means 402 and the tissue- form image output from the tissue- form 
forming means 407. Note that according to the current embodiment, 
the fluorescent- light image data having two different wavelength 
bands is stored in the fluorescent - light image memory 401 and the 
IR reflected- light image data is stored in the IR reflected- light 
image memory 403, however, the fluorescent - light image memory and 
the IR reflected- light image memory can be made to be a common 
memory for storing both types of image data. In such a case, the 
common memory can comprise a narrow-band fluorescent - light image 
memory zone, a wide-band fluorescent - light image memory zone and 
an IR reflected- light image memory zone, and a fluorescent - 1 ight 
image transmitted by the optical filter 303a is stored in the 
wide-band fluorescent - light memory zone, a fluorescent- light 
image transmitted by the optical filter 303b is stored in the 
narrow-band fluorescent-light image memory zone, and an IR 
reflected- light image transmitted by the optical filter 303c is 
stored in the IR reflected - 1 ight image memory zone. 

The image processing unit 500 comprises an A/D converting 
circuit 501 for digitizing the normal -image obtained by the CCD 
photographing element 107, a normal-image memory 502 for storing 
the digitized normal - image , and a video signal processing circuit 
503 for converting to a video signal the image signal output from 
said normal -image memory 502 and the composite- image output by 
the composite - image forming means 408. 

Next, the operation of a fluorescent endoscope apparatus 
of the configuration described above and implementing the 



fluorescent- light image display apparatus according to the present 
invention will be described. According to the fluorescent endoscope 
of the current embodiment, in the same way as in the first embodiment, 
the obtaining of a normal -image and an IR reflected - light image, 
5 and the obtaining of a fluorescent - light image can be performed 
alternately in a time division manner; however, because the 
operation occurring when a fluorescent - light image is obtained 
and the operation occurring when a normal -image and an IR 
reflected- light image are to be obtained are the same as in the 

10 embodiment described above , an explanation thereof has been omitted, 
and the operation occurring when a composite- image is to be formed, 
which is different from that occurring in the first embodiment 
described above, is explained. 

The wide-band fluorescent- light image and the narrow-band 

15 fluorescent- light image that have been obtained by the CCD 

photographing element 306 of the image obtaining unit 300 and 
digitized are stored in the fluorescent - light image memory 401. 
Note that the wide-band fluorescent - light image that has been 
obtained by the CCD photographing element 306 is stored in the 

20 wide-band fluorescent - light image memory zone (not shown) of the 
fluorescent- light memory 401 and the narrow-band 
fluorescent-light image that has been obtained by the CCD 
photographing element 306 is stored in the narrow-band 
fluorescent -light memory zone (not shown) thereof. Then, the IR 

25 reflected- light image obtained by the same CCD photographing 
element 306 of the image obtaining unit 300 is stored in the IR 
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reflected- light image memory 403. 

In the same way as occurred in the first embodiment described 
above, the tissue-state image forming means 402 computes the ratio 
of each pixel value of the narrow-band fluorescent - light image 
5 to the corresponding pixel value of the wide - band fluorescent - light 
image, each image being stored in the fluorescent - light image 
memory 401, and forms a computed- image is formed. A hue H is 
assigned to the pixel values of said computed-image, and a 
tissue- state image is formed and output. Further, after all pixel 

10 values of the IR reflected- light image stored in the IR 

reflected- light image memory 403 represented by data of 9 bits 
or more are bit shifted so that each pixel value is represented 
by data of 8 bits or less by the bit shifting means 409, all of 
the pixel values are output to the statistical - quantity computing 

15 means 404, and the stati stical - quantity computing means 404 

computes the average value M and the standard deviation o of each 
pixel value. Then, the average value M and the standard deviation 
crare output to the coefficient computingmeans 405 . The coefficient 
C is determined by the coefficient computing means according to 

20 the formula (2) below. Each pixel value of the IR reflected- light 
image is multiplied by the coefficient C by the coefficient 
multiplying means 406, and each computed value of each pixel is 
output to the tissue - form image forming means 4 07. The tissue - form 
image forming means 407 assigns a display gradation of the 

25 brightness to the computed value of each pixel , and forms and outputs 
a tissue-form image. 



Upper limit of the display gradation of the brightness X 
a ^ (m+b + G) X c ... (2) 

In the same way as in the first embodiment, the tissue- state 
image output from the tissue- state image forming means 402 and 
the tissue -form image output from the tissue -form image forming 
means 407 are combined and output by the composite - image forming 
means 408. 

The composite- image converted to a video signal by the video 
signal processing circuit 503 is input to the monitor 602 and 
displayed thereon as a visible image. The continuous operation 
described above is controlled by the control computer 150. Note 
that other operations are the same as those occurring in the first 
embodiment . 

In addition, regarding the operation occurring when a 
tissue-state image and a tissue-form image are to be formed, the 
processing can be carried out in a series of operations wherein 
the tissue- state image is formed, and then, after the tissue- form 
image is formed, the two images are combined, or alternatively, 
in parallel operations wherein the tissue- state image and the 
tissue- form image are formed at the same time, after which the 
two images are combined. When the processing is performed in a 
parallel series, the operation can be completed faster. 

Further, it is desirable that the gradation processing 
occurring in the second embodiment be capable of being switched 
ON/OFF. 

Still further, according to the second embodiment, although 



an average value and a standard deviation have been computed as 
a statistical quantity from the pixel values of an IR 
reflected- light image and a predetermined coefficient has been 
computed, for cases in which a combination of the largest pixel 
value and the smallest pixel value isusedasastatistical quantity, 
a coefficient c can be obtained as in the formula (3), for example. 
Given the largest pixel value max, the smallest pixel value min, 
a coefficient c by which an IR reflected - light image is to be 
multiplied, and desired constants a,b: 

The upper limit of the display gradation of the brightness 
X a ((max + min) /2 +b X (max - min)/2) X c ... (3) 

In addition, according to the second embodiment, it is 
feasible that the statistical quantity computed by the statistical 
quantity computing means 404 not be based on an IR reflected- light 
image obtained in real-time in the same frame, and can be based 
on an IR reflected- light image obtained in the previous frame. 

According to the fluorescent endoscope apparatus of the 
second embodiment of the present Invention, because a statistical 
value of the pixel values of an IR ref lected-light image is computed 
and a display gradation of the brightness is assigned based on 
said statistical quantity, even for cases in which the pixel values 
of an image to which brightness data are small, a composite - image 
already having a brightness above a predetermined value can be 
formed, andalso, because the dynamic range of the display gradation 
of the brightness data can be virtually expanded, a composite- image 
already capable of visual recognition can be provided. Further, 



for cases in which an endoscope, etc. , that is to be inserted into 
the body of a patient isused, even when stimulating - light emitting 
end of the endoscope insertion portion is located a far distance 
from the target area, because a composite- image already having 
a brightness above a predetermined value can be formed, 
composite - images facilitating visual recognition across a wide 
measurement-distance range can be provided. 

Next, the third embodiment of a fluorescent endoscope 
apparatus implementing a fluorescent- light image obtaining 
apparatus implementing the fluorescent - light image display method 
according to the present invention will be explained. The forming 
of a tissue- state image occurring in the first and second 
embodiments described above, wherein a hue H is assigned to a 
computed- image based on the ratio between the narrow-band 
fluorescent - light image and the wide - band fluorescent - light image , 
is performed so that a saturation Sis assigned to the computed - image 
and a tissue-state image is formed, and said tissue-state image 
is combined with the IR reflected- light image to form a 
composite- image, which is then displayed. The forming of the 
tissue- form image is performed in the same way as in the first 
and second embodiments described above, that is, a luminosity V 
is assigned to a reflected- light image and a tissue-form image 
is formed . When the compos ite - image formed according to the current 
embodiment is displayed based on the three color attributes, the 
image is displayed with the colors within the color range show 
in the perspective view of Fig. 7. That is to say, for example, 



when the hue is green (an appropriate hue can be used) : for a normal 
tissue located at a position in which the distance from the 
stimulating-light emitting end of the endoscope insertion portion 
to the target area is close, the green is displayed bright and 
vivid; for a normal tissue located at a position wherein said 
distance is far , the green is displayed dark and vivid ; foradiseased 
tissue located at a position wherein said distance is close, the 
toneless bright white is displayed; and for a diseased tissue 
located at a position wherein said distance is far, the toneless 
black is displayed. Other structures and operations are the same 
as those occurring in the first or second embodiments. 

Further, according to the first through third embodiments, 
although the white -light source lllisamulti - purpose light source 
for emitting both normal - image use white - light and reference light, 
a configuration in which a separate light source is provided for 
each respective type of light can also be adopted. 

Still further, although in the first through the third 
embodiments a computed - image has been computed based on the ratio 
between the narrow -band fluorescent- light image and the wide -band 
fluorescent- light image, the computed - image can also be computed 
based on the ratio of the narrow-band fluorescent-light image and 
the reflected- light image. Further, the use of a computed- image 
can be forgone, and a hue or saturation assigned to the 
fluorescent-light image itself. 

In addition, the CCD photographing element is amulti - purpose 
obtaining element for obtaining fluorescent- light images and 



reflected- light images, however, a separate obtaining element for 
obtaining each type of image may also be provided. Also, a separate 
CCD photographing element can be provided for obtaining the 
wide-band fluorescent - light images and the narrow-band 
5 fluorescent-light images, respectively. By providing separate CCD 
photographing element s in this way, it becomes possible to 
photograph the images in parallel, and it is not necessary to 
photograph them in a time series manner. 

Next, the fourth embodiment of a fluorescent endoscope 
■5 10 apparatus implementing the fluorescent - light image obtaining 
g» apparatus according to the present invention will be explained. 

r2 Fig. 8 is a schematic drawing of a fluorescent endoscope apparatus 

m 

according to the fourth embodiment of the present invention. 
JS According to the fluorescent endoscope apparatus according 

«S 15 to the current embodiment, a normal -image is obtained by a CCD 

u 3 

r: photographing element 156 of the reflec ted - light reflected from 

a target area upon irradiation thereof by an area-order light (Lr, 
Lg, Lb) , and the normal -image is displayed on a monitor 161. At 
the same time, a narrow-band fluorescent- light image and a 

20 wide-band fluorescent - light image are obtained by a CCD 

photographing element 156 based on the fluorescent - 1 ight emitted 
from a target area upon irradiation thereof by a stimulating- light, 
and based on the division value of both of said fluorescent - light 
images pairs of chromaticity coordinates (x,y) occurring in the 

25 XYZ color specification system are assigned thereto and a 

tissue-state image is formed. An IR reflected- light image is 



57 



obtained of the reflected- light reflected from a target area upon 
irradiation thereof by a reference - light and a saturation Z is 
assigned thereto based on the pixel values thereof, and a 
tissue-form image is formed. A composite - image based on the 
5 tissue-state image and the tissue- form image is displayed on a 
monitor 162. 

The fluorescent endoscope apparatus according to the fourth 
embodiment comprises : an endoscope insertionportion 350 , provided 
with a CCD photographing element 156 at the forward end thereof, 

10 to be inserted into the body of a patient where the primary nidus 
and suspected areas of secondary infection are located; an 
illuminating unit 310 for emitting area-order light (red light 
Lr, green light Lg, blue light Lb) , which is normal-image 
obtaining-use illuminating light, stimulating - 1 ight L2 , which is 

15 fluorescent - light image obtaining-use stimulating - 1 ight , and 
reference light L5, which is IR ref lected-light image 
obtaining-use reference light; a composite-image forming unit 330 
for computing a division value between said fluorescent- light 
images, assigning a chromaticity (hue and saturation) to a 

20 computed- image based on said division value and forming a 

tissue - state image , for assigning a brightness Z to the pixel values 
of the IR ref lected- light image and forming a tissue- form image, 
and for combining the tissue - state image and the tissue - form image 
to form a composite - image ; an image processing unit 340 for 

25 performing image processing in order to display the normal -image 
and the composite - image as visible images; a control computer 360 
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connected to each unit and controlling the operation timing 
thereof; a monitor 161 for displaying as a visible image the 
normal -image processed by the image processing unit 340; and a 
monitor 162 for displaying as a visible image the composite - image 
processed by the image processing unit 340. 

The endoscope insertion portion 350 comprises a light guide 
351 extending to the forward end thereof and a CCD cable 352, and 
an objective lens 155 is provided at the forward end of the CCD 
cable 3 52 , A CCD photographing element 156 having an on-chip mosaic 
filter 354 composed of a group of microscopic band- filters is 
connected to the forward end of the CCD cable 352, and a prism 
157 is attached to said CCD photographing element 156. 

The light guide 351 is an integrated cable containing a light 
guide 351a for the area-order guide, a stimulating-light use light 
guide 352b, and a reference - light use light guide 351c bundled 
together, and each of said light guides is connected to the 
illuminating unit 310. 

The CCD cable 352 is includes an activation line 353a for 
transmitting the CCD photographing element activation signal and 
an output line 353b for reading out the signal from the CCD 
photographing element 156; one end of the activation line 353a 
is connected to the control computer 360, and one end of the output 
line 353b is connected to the composi te - image forming unit 330 
and the image processing unit 340. 

The mosaic filter 354, as shown in Fig. 9, is composed of 
narrow-band filters 354a for transmitting light in the 430-530 



nm wavelength band and all -wavelength band filters 354b for 
transmitting light of all wavelengths , grouped alternately thereon, 
and each of the narrow-band filters is in a one-to-one 
correspondence to the pixels of the CCD photographing element 156 . 

The illuminating unit 310 comprises a white-light source 
111 for emitting white-light and a white- light source use power 
source 112 electrical ly connected to said white- light source 111, 
a switching filter 314 for switching in order to separate the 
white-light into R- light ^Lr, G-light Lg, and B-light Lb, a filter 
rotating portion 315 for rotating the switching filter 314, a GaN 
type semiconductor laser 211 for emitting fluorescent- light image 
obtaining-use stimulating- light L2 and a semiconductor - laser use 
power source 212 electrically connected to said GaN semiconductor 
laser 211, a reference - light source 311 which is a semiconductor 
laser for emitting IR reflected- light image obtaining-use 
reference light L5 and a semiconductor - laser use power source 312 
electrically connected to said reference-light source 311. 

The switching filter 314, as shown in Fig. 10, is provided 
with a R light transmitting R filter 314a, a G light transmitting 
filter 314b, a B light transmitting filter 314c, and a mask portion 
314d having a light-cutoff function. 

The composite- image forming unit 330 comprises: an A/D 
converting circuit 331 for digitizing the image signal obtained 
by the CCD photographing element 156 when a target area is irradiated 
by stimulating - light L2 or reference light L5; and image memory 
332 composed of different memory zones for storing a narrow-band 
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fluorescent - light image received at the pixels corresponding to 
the narrow-band filter 354a of the mosaic filter when the 
stimulating - light L2 is emitted, a wide-band fluorescent - light 
image received at the pixels corresponding to the all - wavelength 
5 bands filter 354b of the mosaic filter when the stimulating - light 
L2 is emitted, and a reflected- light image received at the pixels 
corresponding to the all -wavelength bands filter 354b of themosaic 
filter when the reference light L5 is emitted; a tissue - state image 
forming means 333 for computing a division value between a 

10 narrow-band fluorescent - light image and a wide-band 

fluorescent- light image at the adjacent pixels stored in the image 
memory 332 and assigning a pair of chromaticity coordinates (x,y) 
to the computed value of each pixel, and forming a tissue- state 
image; a bit shifting means 335 for shifting the pixel value of 

15 each pixel among the pixels of an IR reflected- light image stored 
in the image memory 332 that is represented by data of 9 -bits or 
more to data of 8-bits or less; a statistical -quantity computing 
means 336 provided with an 8 -bit statistical quantity calculator 
for computing a predetermined statistical quantity for each pixel 

20 value output f rom thebit shif tingmeans 335 ; a gradation processing 
function determining means 337 for determining a gradation 
processing function based on the statistical quantity output from 
the statistical - quantity computing means 336; a tissue - form image 
forming means 338 for assigning a display gradation of the 

25 brightness Z, based on the gradation processing function output 
from the gradation processing function determining means 337, to 
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each pixel value of the IR reflected- light image and forming a 
tissue -form image; and a composite- image forming means 334 for 
combining the tissue - state image output from the tissue - state image 
forming means 333 and the tissue- form image output from the 
tissue-form image forming means 338 to form a composite - image . 

A lookup- table correlating the division values of 
fluorescent- light images and the chromaticity coordinates (x,y) 
occurring in the XYZ color specification system has been 
pre - recorded in the t i s sue - s ta te i_mag_e forming means 3 33 . _I_n_this 
lookup - table , aforementioned division value, which has been 
converted to a 16 -bit value having no reference number, and the 
chromaticity coordinates (x,y) shown in Fig. 3, which are the 
coordinates of a spectra locus of red (650 nm) , yellow and green 
(520 nm) range, are correlated as shown in Table 2. 
Table 2 



Division Value 


0 


1 


2 




65535 


Wavelength 


52 0 . Onm 








65 0 . Onm 


Chromaticity 


x=0 . 0743 
y=0 . 8338 








x-0.7260 
y=0 . 2740 



The image processing unit 340 is provided with an A/D 
converting circuit 342 for digitizing the image signal 
corresponding to the pixels of the wide-band filter 354b of the 
mosaic filter 354 when R-light Lr, G-light Lg or B-light Lb is 
irradiated, a normal -image memory 343 for storing each color of 
a digitized normal - image , a video signal processing circuit 344 
for converting to a video signal the three-color image signals 



of matched phases read out from said normal - image memory 343 when 
a normal - image is to be displayed and outputting said video signal , 
and also for converting to a video signal the composite - image output 
from the composite - image forming unit 330 when a fluorescent - light 
5 image is to be displayed and outputting said video signal. 

Next, the operation of the fluorescent endoscope according 
to the current embodiment described above will be explained. 
According to the fluorescent endoscope apparatus of the current 
embodiment, the obtaining of a norma. 1 - image, _a.n IR reflected- light 

10 image, and a fluorescent - light image is performed in a 

time - division manner, and a normal -image is displayed on the 
monitor 161 and a composite - image based on the fluorescent- light 
L3 and the reflected- light L4 is displayed on the monitor 162. 
In order to obtain each image in a time division manner, the red 

15 light Lr, green light Lg, blue light Lb, stimulating - light L2 and 
reference light L5 are emitted from the illuminating unit in order . 

First, the operation occurring when a fluorescent- light 
image and an IR reflected- light image are to be obtained, and a 
composite- image is to be formed based on both of said images and 

20 displayed will be explained. When obtaining a fluorescent - light 
image, based on a signal from the control computer 350, the 
semiconductor - laser use power source 212 is activated and 
stimulating - light L2 having a wavelength of 410 nm is emitted from 
the GaN-type semiconductor laser 211. The stimulating - light L2 

25 is transmitted by a lens 213 and enters the stimulating - light use 
light guide 351b, and after being guided to the s timulating - 1 ight 
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emitting end of the endoscope insertion portion, the 
stimulating-light L2 is projected onto a target area 50 by an 
illuminating lens 154. 

The fluorescent -light emitted from the target area upon 
5 irradiation thereof by the stimulating - light L2 is focused by a 
focusing lens 155, reflected by a prism 157, transmitted by the 
mosaic filter 354 and focused on the CCD photographing element 
156 as a fluorescent - light image. Because the reflected 
stimulating- light L2 occurring at this time id cutoff by a 
10 stimulating-light cutoff filter 355, it does not enter the CCD 
photographing element 156. 

The image signal photoelectrically converted by the CCD 
photographing element 156 is digitized by the A/D converting 
circuit 331 of the composite- image forming means 330, separated 
15 into a narrow-band fluorescent- light image transmitted by the 
narrow-band filter 354a and a wide-band fluorescent - light image 
transmitted by the wide-band filter 354b, and each of said 
fluorescent- light images are stored in the corresponding memory 
zones of the image memory 332. 
20 Next, theoperation for obtaining an IR reflected- light image 

when reference-light L5 is emitted will be explained. Based on 
a signal from the control computer 350, the reference - light use 
power source 312 is activated and reference - light L5 is emitted 
from the reference - light source 311. The reference - light L5 is 
25 transmitted by a lens 313 and enters the reference- light use light 
guide 351c, and after being guided to the stimulating- light 
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emitting end of the endoscope insertion portion, the 
reference - light L5 is projected onto a target area 50 by an 
illuminating lens 154. 

The reflected- light L6 reflected by the target area 50 upon 
irradiation thereof by the reference- light L5 is focused by the 
focusing lens 155, reflected by the prism 157, transmitted by the 
mosaic filter 354, and focused on the CCD photographing element 
156 as an IR reflected- light image. Of the image signal 
photpelectrically converted by the CCD photographing element 156 t 
only the signal of the light received at the pixels corresponding 
to the all -wavelength bands filter 354b is digitized by the A/D 
converting circuit 331 of the composite- image forming unit 330 
and stored in a different memory zone of the image memory 332 from 
the fluorescent- light images described above as an IR 
reflected- light image . 

Regarding the narrow-band fluorescent - light image and 
wide-band fluorescent - light image stored in the image memory 332, 
each pixel value of the narrow-band fluorescent - light image is 
divided by the corresponding pixel value of the wide-band 
fluorescent- light image, and the division value of each pixel[]is 
converted to a 16 -bit data not having a reference number. Then, 
a pair of chromaticity coordinates occurring in the XYZ color 
specification system is assigned to each pixel referring to the 
pre-recorded lookup- table, and a tissue- state image is formed and 
output to the composite- image forming means 233. 

Further, after the IR reflected- light image stored in the 



image memory 332 has been subjected to bit shifting by the bit 
shifting means 335 , the average value M and the standard deviation 
a of each pixel value are computed by the statistical -quantity 
computing means 336. Then, the average value M and the standard 
5 deviation cr are output to the gradation processing function 
determining means 337. If the gradation processing function is 
designated as f (x) before the change, the gradation processing 
function determining means changes and determines the gradation 
processing function by rewri ting_ f (x) such that 
10 f (x-Min/ (Max-Min) ) (here, Min = m - b X a) , Max = m + b X a) . 

The tissue- form image forming means 338 assigns, based on 
said changed gradation processing function, a display gradation 
of a brightness Z occurring in the XYZ color specification system 
to each pixel value of the IR reflected - light image and forms 
15 a tissue- form image, and outputs said formed tissue- form image. 

Then, the composite- image forming means 334 combines the 
tissue- state image and the tissue- form image based on the 
brightness Z to form a composite - image . When forming a 
composite-image, first, the chromaticity coordinates <x,y) , the 
20 brightness Z, and from the formula, X, Y, and Z are obtained: 

x = X/ (Y+Y+Z) 

y = Y/ (Y+Y+Z) 

z = Z/(Y+Y+Z) 

Afterwards, using the formula, the RGB is converted and the 
25 composite - image is formed and output to the video signal processing 
circui t 3 44 : 
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R = 0.41844X - 0.15866Y - 0.08283Z 
G - 0.09117X + 0.25242Y + 0.01570Z 
B = 0.00092X = 0.00255Y - 0.17858Z 

The composite - image converted to a video signal by the video 
signal converting circuit 344 is input to the monitor 162 and 
displayed thereon as a visual image. The continuous operation 
described above is controlled by the control computer 360. 

Note that according to the current embodiment, although a 
pair of chromatid ty coordinates (x,y) occurring in the XYZ color 
specification system has been assigned to the IR reflected- light 
image and a tissue- state image formed, it is also possible to use 
a color difference signal as the color data. In this case, if a 
color difference signal IQ is assigned to a computed- image and 
a tissue state image is formed and a brightness signal Y is assigned 
to an IR reflected- light image and a tissue-form image is formed, 
because a color difference signal IQ determined from the 
tissue- state image and a brightness signal Y determined from the 
IR ref lected-light image can be input directly into the video 
signal processing circuit 344, the necessity to form an RGB signal 
is eliminated, and the configuration of the apparatus can be 
simplified . 

Next the operation occurring when a normal -image is to be 
displayed will be explained . Because the operation for cases other 
than obtaining a normal -image in a time division manner are 
substantially the same as that occurring in the first embodiment, 
mainly, portions of the operation that differ will be explained. 



First, the target area 50 is irradiated with R light Lr, 
and the reflected R light Lr reflected form the target area 50 
is focused on the CCD photographing element 156 as a R light 
reflected- light image. The R-light image signal received at the 
5 pixels corresponding to the all -wavelength bands filter 354, from 
among the signal output from the CCD photographing element 156, 
is digitized by the A/D converting circuit and stored in the R- light 
image signal memory zone of a normal - image memory 343 . Subsequently, 
by the same operation, a Gj light image signal and a B- light image 

10 signal are obtained, and each is stored in the G- light image signal 
memory zone and the B-light image signal memory zone of the 
normal -image memory, respectively. 

After the three colored image signals is stored in the 
normal - image memory 343 , the three colored image signals are output 

15 with matched phases and timings to the video signal processing 
circuit, where they are converted to a video signal. The video 
signal is output to the monitor 161 and displayed thereon as a 
color image. 

Note that as an alternative version of the fourth embodiment 
20 described above, when forming a composite - image , instead of using 
a lookup- table recording the chromaticity coordinates (x,y) 
corresponding to the division value between the fluorescent - light 
images to determine a pair of chromaticity coordinates (x,y) , it 
is also possible to use a lookup-table correlating hues in the 
25 range of Red (65 0 nm) , and Yellow and Green (52 0 nm) with the 16 - bit 
data having no reference number representing a pixel value of each 
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fluorescent- light image, as shown in Table 3, to assign a pair 
of chromaticity coordinates (x,y) . 



Table 3 
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10 





Intensity of Narrow-Band Fluorescent- Image 


0 


1 


2 






Intensity of Wide-Band 
Fluorescent- Image 


0 


x=0 . 0743 
y=0.8338 










1 




x=0 . 0743 
y=0 . 8338 
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x=0.0743 
y=0.8338 


















65535 


x=0 . 7260 
y=0.2740 








x=0 . 0743 
y=0 . 8338 



In addition according to the fourth embodiment described 
above, although an XYZ color spaced has been used as the color 

15 space, an HSV color space can be used as the color space ; for example, 
for cases in which a hue and a saturation are assigned to a 
computed- image and a tissue- state image is formed, a 
composite - image will be displayed according to the range of colors 
shown in the perspective potion of Fig . 11. That is to say: a normal 

20 tissue in a target that is located at a close distance from the 
stimulating - light emitting end of the endoscope insertion portion 
100 will be displayed as a bright, vivid green; when said distance 
is far, a normal tissue is displayed as a dark, vivid green; a 
diseased tissue is displayed as a bright toneless red when said 

25 distance is close; and a diseased tissue is displayed as a dark, 
toneless red when said distance is far. Further, regarding the 
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assigning of a saturation, a method the opposite of that described 
above can be applied, that is, a low saturation can be assigned 
to a normal tissue and a high saturation can be assigned to a diseased 
tissue. In this case, when diagnosis is performed, a diseased 
5 tissue can be more accurately detected. 

Further, it is desirable that the gradation processing 
occurring in the fourth embodiment described above is capable of 
being switched ON/ OFF . 

Still further, according to the fourth embodiment , although 
an average value and a standard deviation have been computed from 
the pixel values of an IR reflected- light image, as statistical 
quantity, and the gradation processing function changed, for cases 
in which a combination of the largest pixel value and the smallest 
pixel value are used, the gradation processing function can be 
rewritten such that, for example, given the largest pixel value 
max, the smallest pixel value min of the pixel values of an IR 
reflected- light image, and desired constants a and (3: 
=^ (max + min)/2 + a X (max - min) /2 

is the lower limit of the display gradation of the brightness, 
and 

^ (max + min) /2 - P X (max - min) /2 

is the upper limit of the display gradation of the brightness. 

Next, a fifth embodiment of a fluorescent endoscope apparatus 
implementing the fluorescent-light image display apparatus 
according to the present invention will be explained. According 
to the current embodiment, the forming of a tissue- state image 
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occurring in the first through the fourth embodiments, wherein 
a hue H or chromaticity {hue and saturation) have been assigned 
to a computed - image based on the division value between a 
narrow-band fluorescent- light image and a wide-band 
fluorescent - light image and a tissue-state image formed, is 
performed such that a luminosity V (brightness 2) is assigned to 
the computed- image and a tissue- state image is formed, which is 
combined with the tissue - form image to form a composite - image which 
is then displayed. The tissue -form image can be formed in the same 
way as in the first through the fourth embodiments, that is, by 
assigning a luminosity V (brightness Z) to the reflected- light 
image and forming a tissue-form image. When the composite- image 
formed according to the current embodiment represents three colors , 
the composite - image is displayed in the range color indicated by 
the thick arrow mark in Fig. 12. That is to say, when the hue is 
green (an appropriate hue can be used) , for example: a normal tissue 
in a target that is located at a close distance from the 
stimulating - light emitting end of the endoscope insertion portion 
100 will be displayed as a bright green; when said distance is 
far, a normal tissue is displayed as a dark green; a diseased tissue 
is displayed as a dark green when said distance is close; and a 
diseased tissue is displayed as a dark green when said distance 
is far. Other structures and operations are the same as those of 
the first through the fourth embodiments. 

Next , a sixth embodiment of a fluorescent endoscope apparatus 
implementing the fluorescent - light image display apparatus 



according to the present invention will be explained. Fig. 13 is 
a schematic drawing of a fluorescent endoscope apparatus 
implementing the fluorescent - light image display apparatus 
according to the present invention. Note that the elements of the 
5 current embodiment shared in common with the fourth embodiment 
have been given the same reference numbers, and in so far as it 
is not particularly required, further explanation thereof has been 
omitted . 

According to the fluorescent endoscope apparatus of the 

10 current embodiment, the light reflected from a target area upon 
irradiation thereof by an area-order light (R light Lr, G light 
Lg, and B light Lb) is obtained as a normal -image by the CCD 
photographing element 156 and displayed on the monitor 161, on 
the other hand, a wide-band fluorescent - light image based on the 

15 fluorescent- light emitted from a target area upon irradiation 
thereof by the stimulating- light is obtained by the CCD 
photographing element 15 6 . Using the R- light as a reference-light, 
the reflected- light L7 reflected from a target area 50 upon 
irradiation thereof by the R- light is obtained as an IR 

20 reflected- light image. A computed- image is computed based on the 
division value between the wide-band fluorescent - light image and 
the IR ref lected-light image, and a hue H is assigned based on 
the pixel values of the computed- image and a tissue- state image 
is formed. A saturation S and a luminosity V are assigned based 

25 on the brightness of the pixel values of the IR ref lected- light 
image and a tissue- form image is formed, and a composite - image 
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based on the tissue-state image and the tissue-form image is 
displayed on the monitor 162. 

The fluorescent endoscope apparatus according to the sixth 
embodiment comprises a CCD photographing element 156 disposed a 
the stimulating - light emitting end thereof, an endoscope insertion 
portion to be inserted into a patient's body where the primary 
nidus and areas of suspected secondary infection are located, an 
illuminating unit 370 for emitting normal -image obtaining -use 
illuminating light and reference light, which is area-order color 
(Lr, Lg, Lb), and fluorescent- light image obtaining-use 
stimulating- light L2, a composite- image forming unit 380 for 
computing a division value between aforementioned wide-band 
fluorescent- light image and an IR reflected- light image, 
assigning a chromaticity (hue and saturation) to a computed- image 
based on said division value and forming a tissue-state image, 
for assigning a saturation and a luminosity to the pixel values 
of the IR reflected- light image and forming a tissue-form image, 
and for combining the tissue- state image and the tissue- form image 
to form a composite - image ; an image processing unit 340 for 
performing image processing in order to display the normal -image 
and the composite - image as visible images; a control computer 360 
connected to each unit and controlling the operation timing 
thereof; a monitor 161 for displaying as a visible image the 
normal -image processed by the image processing unit 340; and a 
monitor 162 for displaying as a visible image the composite - image 
processed by the image processing unit 340. 



The light guide 351 is an integrated cable containing a light 
guide 351a for the area-order guide, and a stimulating - light use 
light guide 352b bundled together, and each of said light guides 
is connected to the illuminating unit 370. 
5 The illuminating unit 370 comprises a white-light source 

111 for emitting white-light and a white-light source use power 
source 112 electrically connected to said white - light source 111 , 
a switching filter 314 for switching in order the separate the 

white-light into R-light, G-light, B- light, a filter rotating 

10 portion 315 for rotating the switching filter 314, and a GaN type 
semiconductor laser 211 for emitting fluorescent - light image 
obtaining-use stimulating- light L2 and a semiconductor - laser use 
power source 212 electrically connected to said GaN semiconductor 
laser 211. 

15 The composite- image forming unit 380 comprises: an A/D 

converting circuit 381 for digitizing the image signal obtained 
by the CCD photographing element 15 6 when a target area is irradiated 
by stimulating - light L2 or R- light Lr ; and image memory 3 82 composed 
of different memory zones for storing a wide - band fluorescent - light 

20 image and an IR reflected- light image; a tissue-state image 
forming means 3 83 for computing a division value between a wide - band 
fluorescent - light image and an IR reflected- light image memory 
382, assigning a hue H to the computed value of each pixel and 
forming a tissue-state image; a tissue-form image forming means 

25 385 for assigning a saturation and a luminosity to each to each 
pixel value of the IR reflected- light image stored in the image 
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memory 382 and forming a tissue-form image; and a composite - image 
forming means 384 for combining the tissue- state image output from 
the tissue -state image forming means 3 83 and the tissue -form image 
output from the tissue- form image forming means 385 to form a 
composite - image . 

The image processing unit 340 is provided with an A/D 
converting circuit 342 for digitizing the image signal obtained 
by the CCD photographing element 156 when the s timulating - 1 ight 
L2_orR- light Lr is emitted, a normal - image memory 343 for storing 
each color of a digitized normal - image , a video signal processing 
circuit 344 for converting to a video signal the three-color image 
signals of matched phases read out from said normal -image memory 
343 when a normal -image is to be displayed and output ting said 
video signal, and also for converting to a video signal the 
composite- image output from the composite - image forming unit 380 
when a fluorescent - 1 ight image is to be displayed and outputting 
said video signal. 

Next, the operation of the fluorescent endoscope apparatus 
according to the current embodiment will be explained. According 
to the fluorescent endoscope apparatus of the current embodiment, 
the obtaining of a normal -image and the obtaining of a 
fluorescent- light image are performed in a time division manner, 
and an IR reflected- light image is obtained at the same time that 
the R-light occurring when a normal-image is obtained is emitted. 
A normal - image based on a normal - image is displayed on the monitor 
161, and a composite - image based on a fluorescent - light image and 



an IR reflected - light image is displayed on the monitor 162 . Because 
each image is obtained in a time division manner, the R- light Lr, 
G-light LG, B-light Lb and stimulating - light L2 are emitted in 
order . 

5 First, the operation occurring when a normal -image is to 

be displayed will be explained. The reflected- light L7 of the 
R-light reflected from a target area 50 upon irradiation thereof 
^ by R-light is focused on the CCD photographing element 156 as a 

,S R-light reflected- light image. The R image signal 

J 10 photoelectrically converted by the CCD photographing element 156 
r« is digitized by the A/D converting circuit 342 and stored in the 

^' R image memory zone of the image memory 343. Subsequently, a G 

image signal and a B image signal are obtained by the same operation, 
X and said image signal are each stored in a G image signal memory 

lV 15 zone and a B image signal memory zone, respectively, of the image 
memory 343. Further, the R image signal is also used as an IR 
reflected- light image, and after being digitized by the A/D 
converting circuit 381, it is stored in the IR reflected- image 
memory zone of the image memory 3 82. 
20 When the three color image signals are stored in the image 

memory 343, the display timing thereof is matched and they are 
readout simultaneously, converted to video signals by the video 
signal processing circuit 344, output to the monitor 161, and 
displayed thereon as a color image. 
25 Next, the operation wherein a fluorescent - light image and 

an IR reflected- light image are obtained, and a composite-image 
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is f ormed based on both of said images and displayed will be explained. 
When obtaining a fluorescent - light image, based on a signal from 
the control computer 360, the semiconductor - laser use power source 
212 is activated and stimulating- light L2 having a wavelength of 
410 nm is emitted from the GaN-type semiconductor laser 211. The 
stimulating- light L2 is transmitted by a lens 213 and enters the 
stimulating- light use light guide 351b, and after being guided 
to the stimulating- light emitting end of the endoscope insertion 
portion, the stimulating- light L2 is projected onto a target area 
50 by an illuminating lens 154. 

The fluorescent- light emitted from the target area upon 
irradiation thereof by the s timulating - light L2 is focused by a 
focusing lens 155, reflected by a prism 157, transmitted by the 
mosaic filter 354 and focused on the CCD photographing element 
156 as a fluorescent-light image. Because the reflected 
stimulating-light L2 occurring at this time is cutoff by a 
stimulating- light cutoff filter 355, it does not enter the CCD 
photographing element 156. 

The image signal photoelectrically converted by the CCD 
photographing element 156 is digitized by the A/D converting 
circuit 381 of the composite - image forming means 380 and stored 
in the wide-band fluorescent- light image memory zone of the image 
memory 3 82 . 

On the other hand, the IR reflected- light image obtained 
when the normal -image is obtained has already been stored in the 
image memory 382. 



Regarding the wide-band fluorescent - light image and the IR 
reflected- light image stored in the image memory 382, the 
tissue- state image forming means 383 divides each pixel value of 
the wide-band fluorescent- light image by the corresponding pixel 
value of the IR reflected- light image, and using the division value 
obtained thereby and a pre-recorded lookup- table, assigns a hue 
H occurring in the Munsell color specification system and forms 
a tissue-state image, and outputs said tissue-state image to the 
composite - image f orming means 38 0. 

The composite- image forming means 380 combines the 
tissue-state image and the tissue-form image based on the 
luminosity V and saturation S to form a composite - image . Note that 
when the composite image is to be displayed as a color image, RGB 
conversion is performed and a composite- image is formed and output 
to the video signal converting circuit 344. 

The composite-image converted to a video signal by the video 
signal converting circuit 344 is input to the monitor 170, and 
displayed on said monitor as a visual image. The continuous 
operation described above is controlled by the control computer 
360 . 

When the composite - image formed according to the current 
embodiment is represented by three color attributes thereof, the 
image is displayed in the colors of the range show in the perspective 
view of Fig. 7. That is to say, for example: when the 
stimulating- light emitting end of the endoscope insertion portion 
is located at a position in which the distance from to the target 
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area is close, a normal tissue is displayed as a bright, vivid 
green; a normal tissue located at a position wherein said distance 
is far is displayed as a dark, toneless green; a diseased tissue 
located at a position wherein said distance is close is displayed 
as a bright, dark red; and a diseased tissue located at a position 
wherein said distance is far is displayed as a dark, toneless red. 

Next, a seventh embodiment of a fluorescent endoscope 
apparatus implementing the fluorescent - light image display 
apparatus according to the present invention will be explained. 
According to the current embodiment, the forming of a tissue- state 
image occurring in the sixth embodiment, wherein a computed- image 
is computed based on the division value between the wide -band 
fluorescent- light image and the IR reflected - light image, a hue 
H is assigned based on the pixel values of the computed- image and 
a tissue- state image is formed, is performed such that a hue and 
a saturation are assigned to the computed- image and a tissue- state 
image formed, which is combined with the tissue- form image to form 
a composite - image which is then displayed . When the composite - image 
formed according to the current embodiment is represented by points 
in an HSV color space, the composite -image is displayed in the 
range of color shown by the perspective view in Fig. 12. That is 
to say, for example: when the stimulating- light emitting end of 
the endoscope insertion portion is located at a position in which 
the distance from to the target area is close, a normal tissue 
is displayed as a bright, vivid green; a normal tissue located 
at a position wherein said distance is far is displayed as a dark, 



toneless green; a diseased tissue located at a position wherein 
said distance is close is displayed as a bright, dark red; and 
a diseased tissue located at a position wherein said distance is 
far is displayed as a dark, toneless red. Other structures and 
5 operations are the same as those of the sixth embodiment. 

Next, a eighth embodiment of a fluorescent endoscope 
apparatus implementing the fluorescent- light image display 
apparatus according to the present invention will be explained. 
_ According to the current embodiment , the forming of a tissue -form 

10 image occurring in the sixth embodiment, wherein a saturation S 
and a luminosity V are assigned to the IR reflected- light image 
and a tissue- form image is formed, is performed such that only 
a saturation S is assigned to the IR reflected- light image and 
a tissue- form image is formed, which is combined with the 

15 tissue- state image to form a composite - image which is then 

di splayed . When the composite - image formed according to the current 
embodiment is represented by three color attributes thereof, the 
composite- image is displayed in the color range indicated by the 
perspective view in Fig. 16. That is to say, when the luminosity 

20 is 100% {an appropriate luminosity can be used), for example: a 
normal tissue in a target that is located at a close distance from 
the stimulating- light emitting end of the endoscope insertion 
portion 100 will be displayed as a vivid green; when said distance 
is far, a normal tissue is displayed as a toneless green; a diseased 

25 tissue is displayed as a vivid red when said distance is close; 
and a diseased tissue is displayed as a toneless red when said 
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distance is far. Other structures and operations are the same as 
those of the sixth embodiment. 

In addition, aside from the assigning of a color data, etc. 
to the tissue- state image and the assigning of a color data, etc. 
to the tissue- form image occurring in each of the embodiments 
described above, it is also feasible to assign a saturation to 
a tissue-state image, and to assign a saturation and a luminosity 
to a tissue-form image. In this case, a composite - image based on 
a tissue-state image and a tissue-form image is displayed in the 
color range shown in the perspective view of Fig. 17. That is to 
say, for example: when the hue is green {an appropriate hue can 
be used) : for a normal tissue located at a position in which the 
distance from the stimulating - light emitting end of the endoscope 
insertion portion to the target area is close, the green is displayed 
bright and vivid; for a normal tissue located at a position wherein 
said distance is far, the green is displayed dark and vivid; for 
a diseased tissue located at a position wherein said distance is 
close, the toneless bright white is displayed; and for a diseased 
tissue located at a position wherein said distance is far, the 
toneless black is displayed. In this case, the image is displayed 
in colors in which darkness is more emphasized than in the color 
range shown in the perspective view of Fig. 7 used in the third 
embodiment. Further, for cases such as that described above, in 
which a saturation is assigned to both the tissue-state image and 
the tissue - form image, a predetermined function f can be determined 
to assign the saturation such that saturation = f (tissue- state 
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image, tissue- form image) . The predetermined function f , can be, 
for example, f (tissue- state image, tissue-form image) = 
tissue-state image X tissue-form image. 

In addition, for example, a luminosity can be assigned to 
the tissue -state image and a luminosity and a saturation can be 
assigned to the tissue-form image. In this case, when a 
composite- image based on a tissue- state image and a tissue- form 
image, the composite - image is displayed in the color range shown 
in the perspective view_of Fig^ 18 . That is to say, for example: 
when the hue is green (an appropriate hue can be used) : for a normal 
tissue located at a position in which the distance from the 
stimulating- light emitting end of the endoscope insertion portion 
to the target area is close, the green displayed is bright; for 
a normal tissue located at a position wherein said distance is 
relatively far, the green displayed is toneless and dark; for a 
diseased tissue located at a position wherein said distance is 
close, the green displayed is dark; and for a diseased tissue located 
at a position wherein said distance is relatively far, the green 
displayed is toneless and dark (darker than the darkness of 
aforementioned green displayed for a normal tissue when said 
distance is far) . 

Further, according to eachof the embodiments described above , 
when a tissue-form image is formed, an IR reflected- light image 
has been used; however, itisalso feasible that a fluorescent - light 
image be used to form a tissue- form image. In this case, although 
the IR reflected- light image is the true tissue-form, that is, 
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the IR reflected- light image reflects the data relating to the 
distance between the stimulating-light emitting end of the 
endoscope insertion portion and the target area, the 
fluorescent - light image reflects not only said distance data, but 
also the tissue-state data. Therefore, for cases in which a hue 
is assigned to a tissue-state image and brightness (luminosity) 
based on the fluorescent - light image is assigned to a tissue- form 
image and a composite - image is formed based on both the tissue - state 
image and the tis^sue - form image, because the green by which a normal 
tissue is displayed is even brighter and the red by which a diseased 
tissue is displayed is even darker in such a composite - image , a 
normal tissue can be accurately distinguished from a diseased 
tissue . 

Still further, according to eachof the embodiments described 
above, for cases in which there is color data and brightness data 
that is not yet assigned to a tissue-state or a tissue-form image, 
it is desirable to setup a configuration enablingmanual adjustment . 
In particular, it is even more desirable that such a configuration 
is adopted for cases in which a hue, which is one of the color 
data, is not assigned. 

Additionally, according to each of the embodiments described 
above, a hue and a saturation of a color appearance system is used 
as the color data; however, it is also feasible that a chromaticity 
(XY) of a color mixing system, or a color difference of a visible 
image signal (such as the IQ of the YIQ of an NTSC signal, etc.) 
can be used as the color data. 
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Further, a charge -multiplying type CCD photographing 
element can be used as the CCD photographing element occurring 
in the embodiments described above. A charge -multiplying type CCD 
photographing element is calleda CMD (ChargeMultiplyingDetector) 
5 -CCD, and multiplies the signal charge by a charge multiplying 
effect occurring due to the ionization brought about by causing 
atoms and conductive electrons to collide in a strong electrical 
field; providing for increased sensitivity of the photographing 
element. _ 

10 Still further, according to eachof the embodiments described 

above, the method of displaying a normal -image and a 
composite - image is such that a separate monitor is used to display 
each of the two types of image, however, a single multi-purpose 
monitor can be used to display both types of images. Here, the 

15 switching of the normal -image and the composite - image can be 
performed automatically by the control computer, or the operator 
can perform the switching at will by use of an appropriate switching 
means . 

In addition, according to each of the embodiments described 
20 above, the image fiber can be a composite glass fiber instead of 
a silicon fiber. Here, because fluorescent light is emitted when 
stimulating-light enters a composite glass fiber, it is necessary 
to dispose a stimulating- light cutoff filter between the focusing 
lens and the fluorescent - light image input end of the image fiber. 
25 By changing the image fiber from a silicon fiber to a composite 
glass fiber, the cost can be reduced. 
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Further, according to the first through the third embodiments , 
a configuration is adopted in which a normal -image use CCD 
photographing element is provided at the forward end of the 
endoscope insertion portion, however, by making use of an image 
fiber, the CCD photographing element can be provided within the 
photographing unit. Also, the normal -image use image fiber, the 
fluorescent-light image and reflected- light image fiber and the 
photographing element can be made into a multi-purpose 
configuration. In this case, using a switching filter divided into 
four portions or a four section mosaic filter, etc. , a filtering 
means for use in obtaining a normal -image can be provided on the 
front face of the photographing element. 

Still further, according to eachof the embodiments described 
above, the processing relating to displaying a composite- image 
is not limited to being performed on each pixel unit; it can be 
performed on a desired n X m pixel unit as per the needs of an 
operator . 

Additionally, for cases in which there are regions for which 
the processing relating to the displaying of a composite- image 
has not been performed, by displaying those regions in a 
predetermined display color, the regions which have been sub j ec ted 
to the processing relating to the displaying of a composi te - image 
can be clearly displayed. For cases in which only those pixels 
selected with predetermined intervals are subjected to said 
processing, etc., a gap - compensated displaying can be performed 
by use of the processing result of the adjacent pixels. 
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Further, any stimulating- light source emitting 
stimulating- light having a wavelength within the 400-420 nm 
wavelength band can be selected as the stimulating - light source. 

Still further, separate light sources have been used for 
the stimulating- light source and the white -light source, however, 
by use of an appropriate switching filter, the light source can 
be made into a multi-purpose light source. 
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